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Introduction
Readers of earlier Perspectives and blogs on this
site (see, for example, The Seven Deadly Myths
of Social Protection) will recognise that there are
two opposing ideologies of social protection. The

focused on ameliorating the symptoms of current
deprivation. The second is represented by a more
inclusive, universal approach that aims to tackle
the fundamental causes of poverty, often based
course. Let us turn to William Shakespeare, the
greatest writer in the English language, to help us
understand the overwhelming advantages of the
second approach.
In Act 2, Scene 7 of As You Like It, written in 1599
or 1600 at the apogee of his illustrious career,

all
the implication that social protection should be
available to all: in other words, that it should be
inclusive and provided universally. The second
and women
underlining that social protection needs to be

nuanced responses. And the third is that one
many parts
course of his or her life and is therefore exposed
to changing vulnerabilities and needs over time.

Infancy
Mewling and puking in the nurse’s arms.
when he or she is most in need of protection.
Indeed, such protection should ideally start
at conception, and should cover – at an

approach to social protection. So, in this paper,

propose potential social protection interventions
that may be used to mitigate them.
Three important messages about social
protection already emerge from the opening
All the world’s a stage,
And all the men and women merely players:
They have their exits and their entrances;
And one man in his time plays many parts,
His acts being seven ages.

include: malnutrition, resulting in permanent
physical stunting and reduced cognitive
development; missed immunisation and growth
care; and the possible loss of parental care from
bereavement or migration. Social protection
responses to counter these vulnerabilities would
entitlements through social insurance; and a
universal maternity grant, family allowance or
is such an important investment for the future
– possibly in a way that incentivises attendance
birth registration, regular growth monitoring,
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particular Shakespearean infant is mewling –
as argued in a recent blog.

– together with investment in its enforcement –
also has a role to play. Here too, it is worth noting
that many of the problems of young people
listed
January
above could have been avoided through better
social protection during infancy and school age.

School age

Working age

and vaccinations. They might also encompass
access to childcare services for working mothers of

Issue No 1

And then the whining school-boy, with his satchel

Then a soldier,

Unwillingly to school.

Jealous in honour, sudden and quick in quarrel,
Seeking the bubble reputation
Even in the cannon’s mouth.

include child labour, and the inability (for whatever
reason) to access school or to have a satisfactory
environment in which to study; malnutrition,
which, whilst not having the same irreversible
growth, learning and mental development; and,
again, the loss of parental care from bereavement
or migration. Social assistance is important here,
particularly in ensuring access to school (for girls in
particular, but also for boys) and in optimising the

20th 2012

For those in physically demanding employment,
and invalidity. As Shakespeare cautions, however

burst suddenly: the result is reduced income and
for the household. Where such employment is
here, such risks should be covered by contributory

Child Support Grant – educational stipends,
bursaries and school meals. Furthermore, pensions
for the elderly would help those children whose
parents have migrated or died, an example of how

Youth
And then the lover,
Made to his mistress’ eyebrow.

unemployment or underemployment; the inability
to access appropriate training; resultant feelings
of being pressured into early marriage; and – for
young girls – the dangers of early pregnancy and
motherhood. Social assistance responses should
include the availability of secondary and tertiary
education stipends and support to access free
technical vocational and educational training.
Helping to keep children in education is one of
pregnancy and early marriage, but social legislation

and invalidity insurance. For those in the informal

for disability and chronic illness. Other gendered
vulnerabilities at this stage would include
domestic violence, demand for dowry payments,
discrimination against women in the labour market,
unavailability of childcare services, and the need
to look after ageing parents. Many of these can be
addressed through social assistance – such as child
grants, family allowances and old age pensions –
which allow others to care for children and parents
so that mothers can return to employment (a
further example of how interventions can have
domestic violence, dowry and sexual discrimination
– are best addressed by other policies (or a mix of
policies).

Maturity
And then the justice,

And so he plays his part.
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Issue

Maturity is depicted as a time of moderate comfort
and in a relatively positive light (perhaps because
Shakespeare
was at this established stage when he
No
1
course there are still risks, not only the continuing
ones of accident, sickness, and invalidity but
also, increasingly, of unemployment (or at least
work. Key social protection responses will include

those outside the formal sector: this might take the
form of income tax credits, direct income transfers,
an employment guarantee scheme, public works
opportunities, or retraining for new employment.

Old age
Into the lean and slipper’d pantaloon,
With spectacles on nose and pouch on side,
For his shrunk shank; and his big manly voice,
Turning again toward childish treble, pipes
And whistles in his sound.
The vulnerabilities faced in old age, as expressed

networks, rather than becoming dependent on
others or – worse still – being excluded from family
support as a result of being viewed asJanuary
a burden. 20th

2012

Death
Is second childishness and mere oblivion,
Sans teeth, sans eyes, sans taste, sans everything.

here social protection has a valuable role to play,
in ensuring that the surviving members of the
From a social insurance perspective, this would

savings schemes and burial societies. And
government assistance might include a social
pension for widows who have not yet attained

Conclusion
Shakespeare knew a thing or two about life and

As You Like It is a constant reminder that grief,
remembering that many older people nonetheless
continue to work: for example, some 50% of
farmers globally are more than 60 years old. There
is also the possible lack of care from family, and
discrimination in areas such as accessing the labour

this melancholy mouthpiece, Shakespeare tells us

of learned papers and policy documents on the

should consist of an old age pension. Ideally this
would be one with three tiers: a foundation tier of

funded through social insurance; and voluntary
pensions provided by the private sector which
would be funded from additional savings made at

elderly to remain active contributors to social
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