
Krystle Kabare Memorial, 2018
Building a disability-inclusive social protection system 

for Kenya
Presentation and Discussion

Date: 16 October 2018, 8am - 2pm
Location: Crowne Plaza Nairobi,Kenya

We announce this event to commemorate the passing of our dear colleague Krystle 
Kabare, a very popular member of staff absolutely committed to building an effec-
tive and comprehensive social protection in her nation of Kenya.

The Government of Kenya, the UK Department for International Development 
(DFID) and the International Disability Alliance held the first-ever Global Disability 
Summit in 2018 to galvanise efforts to include persons with disabilities in sustain-
able development. Participating governments and organisations signed the Charter 
for Change, committing to “open up routes to economic empowerment and finan-
cial inclusion so that persons with disabilities can enjoy decent work and achieve 
financial independence” and “providing social protection,” among others. 

The 2030 Agenda recognises social protection as a key policy tool for achieving the 
sustainable development goals, for the eradication of income poverty, and calls on 
countries to empower and promote the social, economic and political inclusion of 
all, including persons with disabilities.

Nevertheless, as DFID research undertaken by Development Pathways and global 
evidence shows, persons with disabilities and their households have lower stan-
dards of living than non-disabled people and are much more likely to live in poverty 
due to a wide range of barriers (WHO and World Bank, 2011). Systemic institutional, 
attitudinal and environmental barriers limit persons with disabilities’ opportunities 
to participate in economic and social activities. 

The first Krystle Kabare Memorial Event will reveal findings from the DFID are-
search to which she contributed on the role social protection can play in enabling 
persons with disabilities to overcome barriers including the higher costs of living 
and inadequate incomes, and experience fulfilling lives with dignity. A distinguished 
panel will be invited to respond to vital issues raised to open up a discussion on 
how we make progress on this agenda, which we invite you to join.



8:00 Introductions, Norman Mudibo, MC and Media Personality
8:30 Memorial Speech for Krystle Kabare, Kabare Family

Welcoming Remarks, Richard Chirchir, Development Pathways

9:00 Panel 1: Making the case for disability-inclusive social protection
Session Moderator: Cecilia Mbaka, Head, Social Protection Secretariat

Keynote address: International evidence, Stephen Kidd, Development 
Pathways
Panel Discussion on implications for Kenya
o Senator Isaac Mwaura, Chair, Kenya Disability Parliamentary                          
           Association
o David Kamau, Safety Nets Policy Officer, WFP, Kenya
o Ousmane Niang, Chief of Social Policy, UNICEF, Kenya

Discussion/Q&A
10:30 Tea/coffee break
11:00 Panel 2: Perspectives and experiences of Persons with Disabilities

Session Moderator: Martin Papela, Kenya National Commission on Human 
Rights

Keynote address: Challenges faced by persons with disabilities in Kenya, 
Rosabel Githinji, National Council for Persons with Disabilities
Panel discussion
o Jane Miano, Founder and Coordinator, Focus for Disabled Persons
o Sally Nduta, Programme Manager, UDPK
o Hellen Mudora, Programme Manager, APSP

Discussion/Q&A 
12:00 Wider East Africa experiences Session Moderator: Norman Mudibo

o Sightsavers and Expanding Social Protection: experiences on linking 
           social protection and disability
o David Tumwesigye, Advisor to Uganda’s Ministry of Gender, Labour
            and Social Development: Disability in old age in Uganda and the role         
           of the Senior Citizens’ Grant

13:00 Launch of reports on Kenya social protection
In memory of Krystle Kabare

13:15 Lunch
14:00 Event ends
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