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Introduction 
 

Introduction 
At Development Pathways, we are committed to working to improve the lives of all people, but 
especially of those who face the daily challenges of living with a disability. In many low- and 
middle-income countries, these challenges are often exacerbated by structural (socioeconomic) 
and cultural conditions that prevent persons with disabilities from achieving their full potential 
and being fully integrated into society. We believe that social protection systems can and should 
play a central role in improving their wellbeing and unlocking their potential, and in so doing, 
enable them to contribute to society’s overall welfare and prosperity. 
 
In the field of social protection, it is fair to say that research on disability in the Global South has 
lagged behind in the study of inclusion of persons with disabilities. However, recent years have 
seen interest grow in key aspects of the disability-social protection nexus. The following 
annotated bibliography brings together a range of global resources covering, for example, 
disability and rights; the inclusion of persons with disabilities in social protection programmes; 
and various issues related to eligibility, coverage, generosity and effectiveness of disability 
programmes in a number of low- and middle-income countries. Together, they begin to shine a 
light on the diverse needs of persons with disabilities, uncovering critical policy gaps and 
offering clues for the direction of future policy development in the area of social protection and 
disability in the Global South. We hope that it will be a useful resource for policy-makers and 
practitioners as they work to promote disability-inclusive social protection around the world.  
 
The bibliography was compiled as a research tool for the DFID-financed study Leaving no-one 
behind: how social protection can help persons with disabilities move out of extreme poverty. 
This research, undertaken by Development Pathways, aims to address knowledge gaps in the 
design and delivery of social protection for persons with disabilities in order to inform policy and 
programmes so that social protection can become more disability-inclusive.  
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A 
Citation Abimanyi-Ochom, J. and Hasheem, M. (2014). Uganda’s disability journey: Progress 

and challenges. African Journal of Disability, 3(1), Art #108.  
Link http://dx.doi. org/10.4102/ajod.v3i1.108 
Summary The paper provides an overview of disability rights in Uganda. Uganda has excelled 

in its commitment to disability rights by establishing a comprehensive body of 
legislation, policies and socioeconomic programmes. However, the paper also 
highlights an implementation gap, in particular related to negative cultural attitudes 
towards disability, poor funding, inadequate training in inclusive education and 
limited access to accessible information and assistive mobility devices. There is a 
lack of benchmarking of policies and indicators of equity in access to health, 
education, and social protection for persons with disabilities. 

Relevance This paper provides a useful brief analysis of the status of disability inclusion in 
Uganda and highlights key gaps. 

  
 

Citation Abu Al Ghaib, O. (2015). A study on existing practices in social protection for people 
with disabilities. Presentation of a background paper on extending social protection 
coverage for persons with disabilities. ILO and IDA. Geneva 

Link Not available 
Summary Presentation of Ola Abu Alghaib’s Study on existing practices in social protection for 

persons with disabilities – Background paper on extending social protection 
coverage for persons with disabilities (ILO forthcoming). The study looks at 
experiences in low- and middle-income countries, focusing on non-contributory 
disability benefit schemes including mainstream schemes with specific disability 
components. It also looks at linkages with other types of schemes that are 
particularly relevant for persons with disabilities and programmes that support 
employment opportunities. The study aims to identify good practice in South Africa, 
Kyrgyzstan, Ghana and Argentina. Data collection was through a desk study 
combined with key informant interviews. 

Relevance The presentation includes a very useful overview of disability benefits in South 
Africa, Kyrgyzstan, Ghana and Argentina, including numbers of people covered, 
benefit levels, assessment mechanisms etc. 

  
 

Citation Abu Alghaib, O. (2015). Technical meeting on inclusive social protection for persons 
with disabilities. ILO and IDA, January 22-23. Geneva. 

Link http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/gess/RessourcePDF.action;jsessionid= 
10fea2b47341f9f6dab9950a2a739508c5c8865e6e178ebae8206db26e0a8920.e3a 
TbhuLbNmSe34MchaRahaMb3f0?ressource.ressourceId=52240 

Summary This is a note summarising discussions at a meeting covering the following topics: 
the global policy agenda on social protection; human rights obligations in relation to 
social protection and disability; existing momentum towards social protection for 
persons with disabilities; rationale for global advocacy for mainstreaming disability 
into social protection; cost of disability and impact of social protection on persons 
with disabilities; research on disability inclusion in social protection systems; 

http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/gess/RessourcePDF.action;jsessionid=10fea2b47341f9f6dab9950a2a739508c5c8865e6e178ebae8206db26e0a8920.e3aTbhuLbNmSe34MchaRahaMb3f0?ressource.ressourceId=52240
http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/gess/RessourcePDF.action;jsessionid=10fea2b47341f9f6dab9950a2a739508c5c8865e6e178ebae8206db26e0a8920.e3aTbhuLbNmSe34MchaRahaMb3f0?ressource.ressourceId=52240
http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/gess/RessourcePDF.action;jsessionid=10fea2b47341f9f6dab9950a2a739508c5c8865e6e178ebae8206db26e0a8920.e3aTbhuLbNmSe34MchaRahaMb3f0?ressource.ressourceId=52240
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eligibility determination and its impact on access to social protection for persons with 
disabilities; costing and financing of social protection for persons with disabilities; 
strategies to provide comprehensive social protection for persons with disabilities 
(mainstream vs. categorical). 

Relevance Provides a very useful overview of the key discussions, compiled by Ola Abu 
Alghaib. Especially useful for an insight into current discussions about social 
protection for persons with disabilities among the key international stakeholders.  

  
 

Citation Adioetomo, S.M., Mont, D. and Irwanto. (2014). Persons with disabilities in 
Indonesia. Empirical Facts and Implications for Social Protection Policies. 
Demographic Institute, Faculty of Economics, University of Indonesia and TNP2K. 
Jakarta. 

Link http://www.tnp2k.go.id/images/uploads/downloads/ 
Disabilities%20report%20Final%20sept2014%20(1).pdf 

Summary Utilising previously collected data from the National Basic Health Research dataset 
2007 (Riskesdas) and the Indonesian Population Census 2010, this report explores 
the prevalence of disability and its relationship to poverty. Using a new survey of 
persons with disabilities designed to conform to new international standards on 
defining and conceptualising disability, the report provides an in-depth look at the 
barriers that persons with disabilities face in participating in Indonesian society. This 
quantitative information is supplemented by a broad series of qualitative interviews of 
persons with disabilities, government workers, and other stakeholders—as well as a 
desk review of the legal framework of disability in Indonesia. The report provides the 
basis for a series of recommendations to help improve the lives of persons with 
disabilities in accordance with the Convention for the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities, which Indonesia ratified in 2006. 

Relevance This is a very comprehensive investigation into issues related to disability and social 
protection in Indonesia, using both quantitative and qualitative methodologies. The 
report includes detailed information about disability prevalence and demographic 
features, education, employment, poverty, social protection and health, family and 
community life and sets out recommendations for policy in Indonesia in each of 
these areas. Note that the overview of the legal framework is not up-to-date as a 
new progressive disability law was enacted in 2016. 

  
 

Citation ADRY. (2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017). African Disability Rights Yearbook. Pretoria: 
Pretoria University Law Press. 

Link http://www.adry.up.ac.za/ 
Summary The African Disability Rights Yearbook is a peer-reviewed journal that is published 

once a year with 2013 as its inaugural year. Drawing inspiration from the European 
Yearbook on Disability Law, it is the first publication of its kind that focuses on Africa. 
It aims to bring into prominence an area traditionally neglected by both African 
governments and academics. Following in the wake of the adoption of the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), it is the first 
peer-reviewed journal to focus exclusively on disability through a human rights lens 
on the African continent. The Yearbook, which is projected to appear annually, is set 
out in three sections. Section A contains academic articles; Section B consists of 

http://www.tnp2k.go.id/images/uploads/downloads/Disabilities%20report%20Final%20sept2014%20(1).pdf
http://www.tnp2k.go.id/images/uploads/downloads/Disabilities%20report%20Final%20sept2014%20(1).pdf
http://www.adry.up.ac.za/
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country-based research, charting recent developments on disability rights legislation, 
case law and policy developments in selected African states; and Section C deals 
with relevant developments in the African Union and African sub-regional 
organisations. The overall conclusion of the 2015 version is that five broad 
concluding statements can be made in relation to compliance with the CRPD’s 
standards in the African region. These include, firstly, that almost all disability laws 
guarantee a number of substantive rights, which include education, employment, 
health, accessibility and social protection. However, it is only the disability legislation 
of Zambia that recognises equal legal capacity for persons with disabilities. The 
second main point is that there is general compliance by disability legislation with the 
CRPD’s standards in the conceptualisation of disability, as most disability laws 
adhere to the social and human rights models of disability. 

Relevance This publication provides a comprehensive review of disability legislation in Africa, 
covering a wide range of topics, although not social protection specifically.  

  
 

Citation Al Ju’beh, K. (2017) Disability inclusive development toolkit. CBM. Bensheim. 
Link https://www.cbm.org/article/downloads/54741/CBM-DID-TOOLKIT-accessible.pdf 
Summary In the 10 years since the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities came 

into force there is much greater recognition that national governments, regional 
bodies and intergovernmental organisations are obliged to meet their responsibilities 
and ensure that all areas of development, services and public life are accessible to 
women, men, girls and boys with disabilities on an equal basis with peers. This 
toolkit has been developed as a knowledge tool resource for international partners 
and organisations to streamline disability inclusion into policy work. The toolkit has 
been updated from its original 2015 version to reflect some of these positive external 
changes in global development, as well as CBM’s internal changes.  

Relevance With this toolkit, CBM aims to develop knowledge and capacity alongside partners to 
lead transformative change in disability-inclusive development, to make a 
substantive difference to the lives of persons with disabilities and the communities 
within which they live. 

  
 

Citation Amuyunzu-Nyamongo, M. (2013). The Kenya National Safety Net Program for 
Results: Environmental and Social Systems Assessment. Ministry of Gender, 
Children and Social Development. Nairobi 

Link http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/860201468048849025/ 
pdf/E42020REV0Keny0110201300Box377337Bl.pdf 

Summary This assessment evaluates whether there is equitable access to existing cash 
transfers and whether the programmes are meeting the needs of vulnerable and 
marginalised groups. These issues were assessed by paying attention to how poor, 
vulnerable and marginalised groups are included in, and therefore benefit from, the 
five cash transfer programmes, specifically through the targeting of the transfers. 
The assessment also examines the measures put in place to ensure that vulnerable 
and marginalised groups have a say in the programmes, for example, through 
consultative processes and grievance and appeals mechanisms. It also considers 
questions of targeting, power imbalances at the community level, the role of local 

http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/860201468048849025/pdf/E42020REV0Keny0110201300Box377337Bl.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/860201468048849025/pdf/E42020REV0Keny0110201300Box377337Bl.pdf
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administrators in controlling access to the programmes, existing public complaints 
and grievance structures, social conflict, and gender.  

Relevance While this Environmental and Social Systems Assessment does not provide in-depth 
information, it does provide a useful overview of issues related to targeting as well as 
the impact of Kenya’s cash transfer programmes, including the disability benefit 
(PWSD-CT). The assessment is based on limited qualitative research in four 
locations, which provides mostly anecdotal evidence, but could be valuable in 
combination with other sources.  

  
 

Citation AusAID. (2012). Social Protection and Disability. Australian Government, AusAID. 
Canberra 

Link Not available 
Summary This brief note includes an introduction to disability, poverty and social protection. 
Relevance The note includes a brief introduction to different types of social protection 

programmes, barriers to access and advise for DFAT advisors.  
  

 

Citation Axelsson, C. and Barret, D. (2009). Access to social services for people with 
disabilities in the Middle East – Multi-stakeholder reflections for policy reform. The 
Disability Monitor Initiative – Middle East. CBM and Handicap International.  

Link http://www.hiproweb.org/uploads/tx_hidrtdocs/AccessSocialServicesDMI2009.pdf 
Summary This report provides a broad overview of access to social services for persons with 

disabilities. It builds on fieldwork, consultation with stakeholders, national workshops 
and publications and covers Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, oPt, Syria and Yemen.  

Relevance While the report provides some useful discussion, because it covers social policy 
broadly in seven countries it does not provide in-depth analysis. 

  

  

http://www.hiproweb.org/uploads/tx_hidrtdocs/AccessSocialServicesDMI2009.pdf
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B 
Citation Banks, L. M. and Polack, S. (2014). The Economic Costs of Exclusion and Gains of 

Inclusion of People with Disabilities – Evidence from Low and Middle Income 
Countries. CBM and London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. London. 

Link http://disabilitycentre.lshtm.ac.uk/new-report-economic-costs-exclusion-gains-
inclusion-people-disabilities/ 

Summary This report is formed of two parts. The Systematic Review on Disability and 
Economic Poverty section presents a systematic review of the literature on the 
relationship between disability and economic poverty. The majority of studies 
identified showed a positive, statistically significant association between disability 
and economic poverty across age groups, location, disability types and study 
designs. The Economic Costs of Exclusion and Gains of Inclusion section 
explores the economic consequences of the exclusion and inclusion of persons with 
disabilities in the areas of education, employment and health. The key pathways 
through which these economic costs may arise are discussed and studies that have 
attempted to quantify the financial impacts are reviewed. 

Relevance This is a key text for discussing the economic cost of exclusion of people with 
disabilities, which is closely connected with justifications for social protection 
expansion. 

  
 

Citation Banks, L. M.; Mearkle, R.; Mactaggert, I.; Walsham, M.; Kuper, H. and Blanchet, K. 
(2016). Disability and social protection programmes in low- and middle-income 
countries: a systematic review. Oxford Development Studies, 45(3), 223-239.  

Link http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13600818.2016.1142960 
Summary This paper systematically reviews the evidence on whether persons with disabilities 

in low- and middle-income countries are adequately included in social protection 
programmes, and assesses the financial and non-financial impacts of participation. It 
finds that access to social protection appears to fall far below need. Benefits from 
participation are mostly limited to maintaining minimum living standards and do not 
appear to fulfil the potential of long-term individual and societal social and economic 
development. However, the most notable finding of this review is that there is a 
dearth of high-quality, robust evidence in this area, indicating a need for further 
research. 

Relevance This is probably the only systematic review of the literature of social protection and 
disability to date. It includes only peer-reviewed articles and identifies only 15 articles 
of a sufficiently high quality (8 from South Africa, 2 from China, 3 from Vietnam, 1 
from Namibia and 1 multi-country). The paper reviews the evidence on barriers to 
access to social protection for persons with disabilities, impact of social protection for 
beneficiaries with disabilities (poverty, health care, mental health and employment) 
and includes a number of interesting findings, but is not able to provide very in-depth 
analysis because of the limited source material. 

  
 

Citation Bastagli, F., Hagen-Zanker, J., Harman, L., Barca, V., Sturge, G., Schmidt, T. and 
Pellerano, L. (2016). Cash Transfers: what does the evidence say? A rigorous 

http://disabilitycentre.lshtm.ac.uk/new-report-economic-costs-exclusion-gains-inclusion-people-disabilities/
http://disabilitycentre.lshtm.ac.uk/new-report-economic-costs-exclusion-gains-inclusion-people-disabilities/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13600818.2016.1142960
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review of programme impact and of the role of design and implementation features. 
Overseas Development Institute. London 

Link https://www.odi.org/publications/10505-cash-transfers-what-does-evidence-say-
rigorous-review-impacts-and-role-design-and-implementation 

Summary This rigorous review of the impact of cash transfers is the largest and most 
comprehensive review of its kind to date. It consolidates and assesses the body of 
evidence from 2000 to 2015, covering low- and middle-income countries worldwide, 
to provide policy-makers, practitioners and researchers with a single resource on the 
most rigorous and up-to-date evidence available. The review covers the intended 
and unintended impact on individuals and households of non-contributory cash 
transfer programmes on six outcome areas: monetary poverty; education; health and 
nutrition; savings; investment and production; employment; and empowerment. It 
pays particular attention to the links between variations in cash transfer design and 
implementation details (e.g. transfer value, targeting mechanism, conditionality) and 
outcomes. 

Relevance This is an essential source for any discussion of the impact of cash transfers in 
general. It does not however, review any evidence on the impact of disability benefits 
or the impact of mainstream programmes on persons with disabilities specifically. 
This in itself is a testimony to the lack of research into social protection and disability. 

  
 

Citation Beazley, R. and Carraro, L. (2013). Assessment of the Zambia Social Protection 
Expansion Programme Targeting Mechanisms. Oxford Policy Management. Oxford. 

Link http://www.opml.co.uk/publications/assessment-zambia-social-protection-
programme-targeting-final-report 

Summary This assessment evaluates the effectiveness of the three targeting methodologies of 
cash transfers in Zambia, finding that they are ineffective in targeting those living in 
extreme poverty. The criteria used in the three schemes are only slightly correlated 
with extreme poverty and hence do not represent an important contribution to the 
selection of beneficiaries. Therefore, theoretical design leakage (errors of inclusion) 
and under-coverage (errors of exclusion) are very high in all the schemes.  

Relevance The report includes an assessment of the targeting mechanism of the disability 
benefit in Zambia. It finds that, although only slightly correlated with extreme poverty, 
the criterion for the disability benefit (incapacitated households) is much more 
progressive than those of the other cash transfers. It is also in line with community 
perceptions of poverty, as the research found that communities tend to believe that 
the extreme poor are those either with no or reduced labour capacity, typically the 
elderly, persons with disabilities, orphans, etc. 

  
 

Citation Benitez-Silva, H., Buchinsky M., and Rust J. (2004). How Large are the 
Classification Errors in the Social Security Disability Award Process? NBER working 
paper 10219. 

Link http://econpapers.repec.org/paper/nbrnberwo/10219.htm 
Summary This paper presents an audit of the multistage application and appeal process that 

the U.S. Social Security Administration uses to determine eligibility for disability 
benefits from the Disability Insurance (DI) and Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 
programmes. It compares the SSA's ultimate award decision (i.e. after allowing for 

http://www.opml.co.uk/publications/assessment-zambia-social-protection-programme-targeting-final-report
http://www.opml.co.uk/publications/assessment-zambia-social-protection-programme-targeting-final-report
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appeals) to the applicant's self-reported disability status. The study finds that 
approximately 20% of SSI/DI applicants who are ultimately awarded benefits are not 
persons with disabilities, and that 60% of applicants who were denied benefits are 
persons with disabilities.  

Relevance The study demonstrates how, even in developed countries, disability assessments 
are difficult and likely to result in large exclusion errors. 

  
 

Citation Bernabe-Ortiz, A., Kuper, H., Walsham, M., Mactaggart, I., Blanchet, K. and 
Vasquez, A. (2015). Applied research concerning inclusion of persons with 
disabilities in systems of social protection: Quantitative Research Report, Peru. GIZ. 

Link https://www.giz.de/expertise/downloads/giz2015-en-report-peru-quanti-research-
bf.pdf 

Summary Provides analysis of a quantitative study based on a survey of 3,684 participants, 
who were screened for disability. Found that almost 8% of the study population had 
a disability. Also includes analysis of the 2012 National Survey on Disability in Peru 
(ENEDIS in Spanish), which provides valuable information, even though methods 
used were not standardised and insufficient data was collected to compare the lives 
of persons with disabilities with the rest of the population. According to ENEDIS, 
fewer than 1% of persons with disabilities were included in Juntos and only 8% of 
persons with disabilities over the age of 65 were enrolled in Pension 65. The 
household targeting system data showed that only 1% of people included in the 
Pension 65 had an impairment.  

Relevance This is a very detailed report including two different methodological designs to 
evaluate prevalence of, as well as factors associated with, disability in a district in 
Peru. The main strengths of this study include the enrolment of participants from all 
ages, as well as the assessment of social protection programmes. However, as the 
report describes, there are some limitations to the study: first, the design of the study 
can only determine association and not causality, which can be important for a more 
detailed ascertainment of care and service needs. Second, it used the short set of 
Washington Group questions, and, for instance, the impact of mental health on 
disability has not been considered. Third, the six dimensions of the Washington 
Group questions were grouped, which unfortunately did not allow for comparisons 
between different types of impairments. Finally, although we tried to show 
information regarding gender and child age, the sample size was not big enough to 
demonstrate differences between groups. Nevertheless, this is a very valuable 
contribution. 

  

 

Citation Bernabe-Ortiz, A., Diez-Canseco, F., Vasquez, A., Kuper, H., Walsham, M. and 
Blanchet, K. (2016). Inclusion of persons with disabilities in systems of social 
protection: a population-based survey and case-control study in Peru. BMJ Open 
2016, 6(8). 

Link http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/6/8/e011300 
Summary The final published version Bernabe-Ortiz et al. (2015). Provides analysis of a 

quantitative study based on a survey of 3,684 participants, who were screened for 
disability. Found that almost 8% of the study population had a disability. Also 
includes analysis of the 2012 National Survey on Disability in Peru (ENEDIS in 

https://www.giz.de/expertise/downloads/giz2015-en-report-peru-quanti-research-bf.pdf
https://www.giz.de/expertise/downloads/giz2015-en-report-peru-quanti-research-bf.pdf
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/6/8/e011300
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Spanish), which provides valuable information, even though methods used were not 
standardised and insufficient data was collected to compare the lives of persons with 
disabilities with the rest of the population. According to ENEDIS, fewer than 1% of 
persons with disabilities were included in Juntos and only 8% of persons with 
disabilities over the age of 65 were enrolled in Pension 65. The household targeting 
system data showed that only 1% of people included in the Pension 65 had an 
impairment.  

Relevance This is a very detailed report including two different methodological designs to 
evaluate prevalence of, as well as factors associated with, disability in a district in 
Peru. The main strengths of this study include the enrolment of participants from all 
ages, as well as the assessment of social protection programmes. However, as the 
report describes, there are some limitations to the study: first, the design of the study 
can only determine association and not causality, which can be important for a more 
detailed ascertainment of care and service needs. Second, it used the short set of 
Washington Group questions, and, for instance, the impact of mental health on 
disability has not been considered. Third, the six dimensions of the Washington 
Group questions were grouped, which unfortunately did not allow for comparisons 
between different types of impairments. Finally, although we tried to show 
information regarding gender and child age, the sample size was not big enough to 
demonstrate differences between groups. Nevertheless, this is a very valuable 
contribution. 

  
 

Citation Berry, L., & Smit, A. d. V. (2011). Social assistance needs of children with chronic 
health conditions: A comparative study of international and South African eligibility 
assessment instruments. Social Work in Public Health, 26, 635–650. 

Link http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/19371910903196484 
Summary The paper looks at the current instrument to assess the social assistance needs of 

children with chronic health conditions in South Africa. The assessment method is 
compared to the methodology used in the United Kingdom Disability Living 
Allowance and the Australian Child Disability Assessment Tool. A purposive sample 
of 18 children representing six types of disability and chronic illnesses was selected, 
and all three assessment instruments were used to assess the needs of these 
children. A juxtaposition of the outcomes of the assessment instruments revealed 
significant differences. The South African instrument deemed the majority (56%) of 
the sample ineligible for assistance. On the contrary, significant majorities were 
deemed eligible for assistance in terms of the U.K (94%) and Australian (89%) 
instruments. The study recommended that a holistic approach to needs assessment 
be adopted in the design of a more appropriate assessment instrument for South 
African use. 

Relevance The study includes only 18 children and it is therefore limited to what extent the 
results can be generalised. It does however point to some issues with the South 
African assessment methodology, which excluded 10 of the children, while the U.K 
methodology excluded just 1 and the Australian 2. This was mainly because the 
South African methodology excludes children with chronic illness. This is an 
important article for a discussion of the relevance of various assessment 
methodologies, which often pose the main barrier for access to disability schemes. 

  
 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/19371910903196484
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Citation Bjork, A., Janse, S., Nauk, G., Vuova, Z., and Zettler, A. (2017) Strengthening Social 
Protection for Persons with Disabilities in Arab Countries. Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia. Beirut. 

Link https://www.unescwa.org/sites/www.unescwa.org/files/publications/files/social-
protection-persons-disabilities-english_0.pdf 

Summary This report presents an overview of social protection for persons with disabilities in 
Arab countries through the prism of the 2030 Agenda. Doing so, it focuses on social 
insurance, social assistance and health care. The report aspires to understand 
whether social protection is accessible to persons with disabilities, and whether it 
adequately responds to their needs and preferences. 

Relevance Arab countries are committed to improving the situation of persons with disabilities. 
However, implementing legislation and realising ambitions often proves challenging, 
and the exclusion of persons with disabilities is in part self-perpetuating. The report 
makes a case for social protection, from a rights-based approach, to be part of the 
larger development agenda in Arab countries. 

  
 

Citation Booysen F. and van der Berg, S. (2005). The role of social grants in mitigating the 
socio-economic impact of HIV/AIDS in two free state communities. South African 
Journal of Economics, 73(s1), 545-563. 

Link http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1813-6982.2005.00038.x/abstract 
Summary Social grants may play an important role in mitigating the impact of HIV/AIDS. 

Eligibility for these grants is driven in part by the increasing burden of chronic illness, 
the mounting orphan crisis and the impoverishment of households associated with 
the epidemic. This article investigates the role of social grants in mitigating the 
socioeconomic impact of HIV/AIDS in South Africa, using data from a panel study on 
the household impact of the epidemic. Social grants reduce inequality and decrease 
the prevalence, depth and severity of poverty in affected households. However, 
these transfers also have disincentive effects on employment, while non-uptake is in 
some cases higher amongst the poorest. 

Relevance Provides useful analysis of the role of social grants in mitigating the impact of 
HIV/AIDS in South Africa. 

  
 

Citation Bound, J. and Burkhauser, R. (1999). Economic Analysis of Transfer Programs 
Targeted on People with Disabilities in Ashenfelter, O. and Card, D. (eds.) Handbook 
of Labor Economics, Volume 3, 3417-528. New York: Elsevier Science. 

Link http://eml.berkeley.edu//~saez/course/bound-burkhauserHLE99.pdf 
Summary This book chapter reviews the behavioural and redistributive effects of transfer 

programmes targeted at working-age persons with disabilities. The text primarily 
focuses on the United States, but also includes Germany, The Netherlands and 
Sweden. It reviews the literature on the labour supply behaviour of persons with 
disabilities and how that supply is affected by disability programme characteristics.  

Relevance This is a comprehensive discussion of the effects of expansion of social protection 
for people with disabilities in developed countries in the second half of the 20th 
century. Comparisons between and within countries across time suggest that these 
changes have had significant effects on both the economic wellbeing and the work 
force attachment of those individuals whose health limits their capacity for work. It 



 
Social protection for persons with disabilities: Annotated bibliography 

also highlights the lack of knowledge of the effects of disability insurance 
programmes.  
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C 
Citation Cirillo, C. and Tebaldi, R. (2016). Social Protection in Africa – Inventory of non-

contributory programmes. International Policy Centre for Inclusive Growth, UNICEF.  
Link http://www.ipc-undp.org/pub/eng/Social_Protection_in_Africa.pdf 
Summary This report provides a thorough mapping and profile of 127 social protection 

programmes in 39 African countries.  
Relevance The report provides a very useful overview of cash transfers in Africa. It shows that 

persons with disabilities are the third most targeted group among the programmes 
reviewed (after children and the elderly), with 27-28% of programmes targeting 
persons with disabilities. It includes information on a wide range of variables for each 
of the programmes identified as well as references to further information.  

  
 

Citation Cobley, D. S. (2015). Typhoon Haiyan One Year On: Disability, Poverty and 
Participation in the Philippines. Disability and the Global South, 2(3), 686-707. 

Link https://disabilityglobalsouth.files.wordpress.com/2012/06/dgs-02-03-01.pdf 
Summary This article explores the relationship between disability, poverty and participation in 

the aftermath of Super Typhoon Haiyan, which struck the Philippines on 8th 
November 2013, based on field research conducted at the time of Haiyan’s first 
anniversary. Fieldwork included interviews exploring persons with disabilities’ 
experiences, their priorities and the challenges facing them in the year since Haiyan. 
The analysis concludes that PWDs have the potential to participate as active agents 
in disaster planning and recovery processes, both individually and collectively, at 
various levels. 

Relevance The study builds on a small number of in-depth interviews with people with 
disabilities about their ways of coping with the aftermath of the typhoon. It is not 
directly relevant to social protection. 

  
 

Citation Costa, U. M., Brauchle, G., & Kennedy-Behr, A. (2016). Collaborative goal setting with and 
for children as part of therapeutic intervention. Disability and Rehabilitation: 1–12. 

Link https://doi.org/10.1080/09638288.2016.1202334 
Summary This study explored collaborative goal-setting with children, parents, and teachers, 

and children’s reasons for their goals based on their perceived self-efficacy, using 
the Austrian–German Perceived Efficacy and Goal Setting System (AG-PEGS). 

Relevance The report underlines the significance of self-efficacy and participation for a child’s 
health and wellbeing. Children are found to give priority to their independence, 
competence, and joy in meaningful everyday activities and indicated social motives 
such as belonging to and being accepted by others for their mainly participation-
oriented goals. 
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D 
Citation Devereux, S., Masset, E., Sabates-Wheeler, R., Samson, M., Rivas, A.M. and 

Lintelo, D. (2015). Evaluating the targeting effectiveness of social transfers: a 
literature review. IDS Working Paper, 2015(460). CSP Working Paper 012. Centre 
for Social Protection and Institute of Development Studies. Brighton, Sussex. 

Link https://www.ids.ac.uk/publication/evaluating-the-targeting-effectiveness-of-
social-transfers-a-literature-review 

Summary This paper reviews empirical evidence from a range of social protection programmes 
on the accuracy of targeting mechanisms, in terms of minimising four targeting 
errors: inclusion and exclusion, by eligibility and by poverty. This paper also reviews 
available evidence on the various costs associated with targeting, not only 
administrative but also private, social, psycho-social, incentive-based and political 
costs. 

Relevance The study includes a number of disability-specific social protection programmes and 
examples of mainstream programmes that include persons with disabilities as part of 
their target groups. 

  
 

Citation Disability Monitor Initiative-Middle East (DMI-ME). (2009). Social protection and 
persons with a disability in the middle east: issues, challenges and debates. The 
Disability Monitor Initiative-Middle East Journal (1). 

Link https://www.makingitwork-crpd.org/sites/default/files/2017-
03/DMI%20journal%20%28en%29.pdf 

Summary This issue of the DMI-ME Journal contains a number of articles on social protection 
for people with disabilities in the Middle East.  

Relevance While it is a bit dated now, there are few sources of information on social protection 
for people with disabilities in the Middle East, and the journal provides different 
perspectives on the issue from policy makers, service providers and organisations of 
persons with disabilities. 

  
 

Citation Dixon, J. and Hyde, M. (2000). A Global Perspective on Social Security Programmes 
for Disabled People. Disability and Society, 15(5), 709-730. 

Link http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/713662002?journalCode=cdso20 
Summary By the mid-1990s, 163 countries had statutory general disability programmes. Most 

have adopted social insurance as their primary policy instrument, which restricts 
coverage to those in paid formal employment; makes benefit eligibility dependent 
upon satisfying specific minimum contribution period requirements; and provides 
earnings-related pensions. Many countries also provide supplementary and special 
needs benefits. Programme funding comes overwhelmingly from employer and 
employee contributions, with a majority of countries providing government subsidies. 
Using a methodology that assesses national statutory social security intentions, a 
ranking of these disability programmes suggests that Australia has the best designed 
one. 

Relevance Provides a very useful overview of social security for people with disabilities globally, 
including a description of global patterns of coverage, benefit eligibility, benefit 

https://www.ids.ac.uk/publication/evaluating-the-targeting-effectiveness-of-social-transfers-a-literature-review
https://www.ids.ac.uk/publication/evaluating-the-targeting-effectiveness-of-social-transfers-a-literature-review
https://www.makingitwork-crpd.org/sites/default/files/2017-03/DMI%20journal%20%28en%29.pdf
https://www.makingitwork-crpd.org/sites/default/files/2017-03/DMI%20journal%20%28en%29.pdf
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/713662002?journalCode=cdso20
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provision and methods of financing. It also develops a methodology for evaluating 
and ranking disability programmes in 164 countries, pointing to best practices and 
shortcomings. However, since it is from 2000 the information is not up-to-date. 

  
 

Citation Dube A. (2005) The Role and Effectiveness of Disability Legislation in South Africa. 
Disability Knowledge and Research Programme. 

Link https://www.gov.uk/dfid-research-outputs/dfid-policy-project-the-role-and-
effectiveness-of-disability-legislation-in-south-africa 

Summary This small-scale piece of research studies the extent to which policies and legislation 
aimed at protecting and promoting the rights of persons with disabilities have been 
implemented in South Africa. The two key questions that the research aimed to 
answer included, firstly: how effective has the legislative and policy environment 
been in making real changes to the lives of persons with disabilities? Secondly, it 
sought to answer whether policies are implemented and acted on, or if they lose their 
impact at the grass-roots level. The methodology includes questionnaires and 
interviews with key respondents in government departments in two urban provinces 
(Gauteng and Western Cape) and two rural provinces (Eastern Cape and 
KwaZulu/Natal). The author also conducted extensive desk research and literature 
review to identify key information relating to the delivery of services to persons with 
disabilities through implementation of policies and legislation. The report analyses a 
number of specific policies and reports, such as the Employment Equity Act, and the 
Skills Development Act and the Commission for Employment report 2002/03. 

Relevance This study is based on key informant interviews in government departments in four 
South African provinces, combined with desk research. It provides a useful overview 
of the development of disability legislation in South Africa. 

  
 

Citation Dubihlela, J.. and Dubihlela, D. (2014). Social grants impact on poverty among the 
female-headed households in South Africa. Mediterranean Journal of Social 
Sciences, 5(8), 160-167. 

Link http://www.mcser.org/journal/index.php/mjss/article/view/2543 
Summary This study investigates the effectiveness of social grants as a safety net among FHH 

in Bophelong, South Africa. Data was collected from a total of 262 sampled FHH. A 
significantly larger proportion of FHH qualified for social assistance. Access to the 
Old Age Grant, Child Support Grant and Disability Grant remained relatively stable, 
highlighting the high take-up rate of this grant. Results indicate that social grants play 
an important role in poverty alleviation among FHH; this translates into a significant 
reduction of the incidence and severity of poverty in affected households.  

Relevance An interesting study, but the sample size of N=262, with only 5 recipients of the 
Disability Grant, means that it has limited validity. 

  
 

Citation Dutta, P. (2008). The Performance of Social Pensions in India: The Case of 
Rajasthan. SP Discussion Paper 0834. World Bank. Washington, D. C. 

Link http://siteresources.worldbank.org/SOCIALPROTECTION/Resources/SP-
Discussion-papers/Pensions-DP/0834.pdf 
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Summary This paper assesses the performance of a social pension scheme in the Indian state 
of Rajasthan. In particular, we review the experience with respect to programme 
awareness, coverage, targeting and leakage as well as delivery mechanisms. The 
overall assessment is positive and holds broader lessons for social assistance in 
India. Thus, transaction costs once pensions are sanctioned are low, disbursements 
are largely as per schedule, leakage in the form of shortfalls in benefits is generally 
low and satisfaction levels with the social pension scheme are high. At the same 
time there are clear areas for improvement on both the policy and administration 
side. There is evidence of under-coverage and high transaction costs associated 
with the application process. Though targeting is generally progressive, especially for 
old age and widow pensions though less so for disability pensions, targeting is far 
from perfect and the eligibility criteria are not strictly enforced. There is a strong case 
for relaxing, rationalising and clarifying some of the existing criteria. On the 
administration front, several basic issues relating to implementation need to be 
addressed, particularly with respect to transaction costs in the sanction of pensions, 
wide inter-district variations in performance within the state and inadequate record-
keeping and monitoring. 

Relevance This study includes an assessment of India’s disability benefit in the state of 
Rajasthan and finds that one of the main issues is unclear eligibility criteria, in 
particular the ’40 percent’ disability requirement. It looks at the trend in coverage 
between 1998-99 and 2005-06, based on administrative data from the Government 
of Rajasthan and the 2001 Census. 
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E 
Citation Eide, A. H., Neupane, S. and Hem, K. G. (2016). Living conditions among people 

with disability in Nepal. SINTEF Technology and Society. Trondheim. 
Link https://www.sintef.no/globalassets/sintef-a27656-nepal-printversionfinal.pdf 
Summary This report presents data from the National study on living conditions among persons 

with disabilities carried out in Nepal in 2014-2015. The study was carried out as a 
household survey with two-stage stratified sampling, including a screening/listing 
procedure using the Washington Group on Disability Statistics six questions, one 
household questionnaire administered to households with (case HHs) and without 
members with disabilities (control HHs), one individual case questionnaire 
administered to individuals who were found to qualify as having a disability in the 
screening (case individuals), and an individual control questionnaire administered to 
matched  individuals without disabilities in the control HHs (control individuals). The 
study covers a range of indicators on level of living, such as socioeconomic 
indicators, economic activity, income, ownership and infrastructure, health (including 
reproductive health), access to health information, access to services, education, 
access to information, social participation, and exposure to discrimination and abuse 
(see all questionnaires in Appendix). 

Relevance The SINTEF dataset presents a unique source of data on disability in Nepal, 
including on access to social protection. The data from the survey specifically on 
access to Nepal’s disability benefits is not presented in this report but has been 
analysed in Holmes et al. (2018). 

  
 

Citation EPRI. (2016). Removing Barriers to Accessing Child Grants: Progress in reducing 
exclusion from South Africa’s Child Support Grant. Study commissioned by the 
Department of Social Development, The South African Social Security Agency and 
UNICEF to the Economic Policy Research Institute. Pretoria. 

Link Forthcoming 
Summary This study examines trends in take-up and exclusion of eligible caregivers and 

children from grant receipt. It focuses specifically on the Child Support Grant (CSG), 
given its scale and the fact that it is South Africa’s main poverty-targeted grant for 
children. The study also analyses which children are most prone to being incorrectly 
excluded from the grant, what drives exclusion of age- and income-eligible 
beneficiaries, and the reasons most often cited for not accessing the CSG. One 
important contribution of this study is the spatial analysis and mapping of CSG 
exclusion rates across the country. This is done at a high level of disaggregation—
for all of the country’s municipalities and wards. Such fine-grained analysis of 
exclusion will help to inform the implementation of actions, whether by government 
or other actors, to remove access barriers and increase uptake of the grant. Finally, 
the study includes a review of government policies and outreach strategies, which 
have contributed to expanding CSG coverage over the years but can be improved 
further to reach those children who are still not accessing their entitlements to social 
assistance. 

Relevance While the main focus is on the Child Support Grant, this comprehensive report also 
includes information about South Africa’s Care Dependency Grant.  

https://www.sintef.no/globalassets/sintef-a27656-nepal-printversionfinal.pdf
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F 
Citation Filmer, D. (2010). Disability, Poverty, and Schooling in Developing Countries: 

Results from 14 Household Surveys. The World Bank Economic Review, 22 (1), 
141-163. 

Link http://siteresources.worldbank.org/DISABILITY/Resources/280658-
1239044853210/5995073-
1246917324202/Disability_Poverty_and_Schooling_in_Developing_Countries.pdf 

Summary Analysis of 14 household surveys from 13 developing countries suggests that 1 – 2 
percent of a national population has disabilities. Adults with disabilities typically live 
in poorer than average households: disability is associated with about a 10 
percentage point increase in the probability of falling in the two poorest quintiles. 
Much of this association appears to reflect lower educational attainment among 
adults with disabilities. People of ages 6 – 17 with disabilities do not live in 
systematically wealthier or poorer households than other people of their age, 
although in all countries studied they are significantly less likely to start school or to 
be enrolled at the time of the survey. The order of magnitude of the school 
participation deficit associated with disability—which is as high as 50 percentage 
points in 3 of the 13 countries—is often larger than deficits related to other 
characteristics, such as gender, rural residence, or economic status differentials. The 
results suggest a worrisome vicious cycle of low schooling attainment and 
subsequent poverty among people with disabilities in developing countries. 

Relevance While it does not look specifically at access to social protection, this is a valuable 
quantitative analysis of the connection between disability, education and poverty. 

  
 

Citation Fritz, D. (2011). Social Protection and the social model of disability. Discussion 
Papers on Social Protection, Issue No. 9. GIZ  

Link https://www.giz.de/fachexpertise/downloads/giz2011-en-social-protection-
disability.pdf 

Summary This paper analyses the existing and the potential connection between the social 
model of disability and social protection, and discusses some of the major 
challenges faced when applying a rights-based understanding of disability to social 
protection. The last section proposes a way forward by using the framework of 
transformative social protection as the main reference.  

Relevance This clear and concise text provides an excellent discussion of how the social model 
of disability aligns with a rights-based approach to social protection. The paper 
discusses how social protection can empower persons with disabilities, rather than 
contribute to existing stereotypes of people with disabilities as people who cannot 
work and argues that from a political economy perspective it is crucial that advocacy 
for social protection for persons with disabilities is based on a rights-based 
understanding of disability.  
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G 
Citation Geiger, B. (2017). Benefits conditionality for disabled people: stylised facts from a 

review of international evidence and practice. Journal of Poverty and Social Justice,  
25(2), 107–28. 

Link https://kar.kent.ac.uk/61793/ 
Summary This article summarises existing studies, alongside an international review based on 

140 documents and 38 expert interviews, into four 'stylised facts': (1) requirements 
for disability benefit claimants are common, but sanctioning is rare; (2) assessment 
and support are critical for implementing conditionality; (3) limited but robust existing 
evidence suggests that sanctioning may have zero or even negative impacts on 
work-related outcomes for disabled people; and (4) individual case studies suggest 
that sanctioning can lead to destitution and affect mental health. 

Relevance This article provides a comprehensive review of literature based on the use of 
conditions and sanctioning in social protection for persons with disabilities.  

  
 

Citation GIZ. (2015). Example Policy Analysis Framework: Inclusion of Persons with 
Disabilities in Systems of Social Protection. Bonn and Eschborn. 

Link https://www.giz.de/expertise/downloads/giz-en2015-policy-analysis-framework-bf.pdf 
Summary This short note sets out an assessment framework of social protection policies that 

aim to include persons with disabilities, including the following topics: content of 
policies, the institutional framework, the policy process, any national surveys, 
overview of social protection programmes available to persons with disabilities and 
gender analysis. 

Relevance This is a very general framework, but it does provide a useful starting point for policy 
analysis of social protection and disability.  

  
 

Citation GIZ. (2015). Inclusive Social Protection: Tools and Guidance.  
Link https://www.giz.de/expertise/html/16766.html 
Summary These tools and guidelines, available online, are based on the findings of the 

research project on inclusive social protection carried out by the London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine on behalf of GIZ. They also draw on products related 
to inclusion and social protection developed by GIZ and other organisations in other 
contexts. The tools include guidelines for practitioners designing social protection 
programmes including persons with disabilities, at each step of the project cycle: 
analysis and preparation; planning; implementation and monitoring and evaluation.  

Relevance This is a useful set of guidance documents for anybody working on social protection 
for people with disabilities.  
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Citation Goldblatt, B. (2009). Gender, rights and the disability grant in South Africa. 
Development Southern Africa, 26, 369–382. 

Link http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/03768350903086689 
Summary South Africa's Disability Grant is critical for the survival of many persons with 

disabilities and their families and is especially important to women with disabilities, 
who face further disadvantage because of their family responsibilities, their generally 
deeper poverty and their greater vulnerability to HIV/AIDS and other illnesses. 
Valuable engagement between feminism and disability theory offers a useful 
framework for understanding the needs of disabled women in South Africa's social 
assistance system. This paper sets out the findings of a study of the Disability Grant 
programme in two provinces in South Africa. It discusses the administrative 
problems with the system and the financial and other costs that burden the grant 
applicants and beneficiaries. It proposes that a comprehensive response to poverty, 
disability and gender inequality is needed, and makes specific recommendations for 
an improved system. 

Relevance The paper builds on a limited qualitative study in two provinces in 2006-7, covering 
both urban and rural areas. It provides a useful gender perspective on disability and 
lists a range of issues with the administration of the grant, some of which may have 
improved since. 

  
 

Citation Gooding, K. and Marriott, A. (2007). Social Assistance and Disability in Developing 
Countries. DFID and Sightsavers International.  

Link http://www.ipc-
undp.org/publications/cct/Social_Assistance_Disability_Gooding_Marriott.pdf 

Summary This study draws on the existing literature and discussion with a limited number of 
stakeholders to investigate social assistance for persons with disabilities in 
developing countries. It explores the perspectives of key stakeholders and, using the 
information available on both mainstream and targeted social assistance 
programmes, examines their characteristics and ability to reach and benefit persons 
with disabilities. The limited information available on social assistance and disability 
leaves many questions unanswered, and these are indicated in the concluding 
section for further discussion. However, three key principles for effective social 
assistance are clear from the research: (1.) there must be strong legal foundations to 
make social assistance a right and entitlement; (2.) disabled people must be involved 
in design, implementation and evaluation of social assistance schemes; and (3.) 
social assistance must be developed as part of a wider system, hand in hand with 
the development of inclusive services, support for employment, anti-discrimination 
legislation and the full range of services. Disability issues cannot be dealt with 
through social assistance alone.  

Relevance Even though it did not collect new primary data, this is a key text, widely referenced 
as it provides a comprehensive overview of the main issues to consider in relation to 
social protection for persons with disabilities.  

  
 

Citation Gooding K, Marriott, A.. (2009). Including Persons with Disabilities in Social Cash 
Transfer Programmes in Developing Countries. Journal of International Development 
21, 685-698. 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/03768350903086689
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Link http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jid.1597/abstract 
Summary This paper discusses inclusion of persons with disabilities in social cash transfer 

programmes in developing countries. Drawing on material from literature reviews 
and interviews, it considers potential challenges in the design of these programmes, 
particularly barriers to access and the complexities of assessment, and the impact of 
transfers for persons with disabilities. The paper identifies some key principles for 
including persons with disabilities in social transfer schemes, specifically: strong 
legal foundations; participation of persons with disabilities in programme design, 
implementation and evaluation; and embedding transfers within a wider framework of 
action to tackle discrimination and empower persons with disabilities. 

Relevance This paper presents the key findings of the DFID-commissioned study from 2007. It 
is based on secondary literature and discussions with key stakeholders, but is 
nevertheless one of the most cited sources in relation to disability and social 
protection. It provides a good starting point for further research by outlining some of 
the key issues and the limited evidence available in relation to barriers of access, 
disability assessments and impact of transfers. A good example of a literature review 
which includes grey literature. 

  
 

Citation Goudge, J.; Russell, S., Gilson, L.; Gumede-Reid, T.; Tollman, S.; Mills, A. (2009). 
Illness-related impoverishment in rural South Africa: Why does Social Protection 
Work for Some Households but not Others? Journal of International Development 
21(2), 231-251. 

Link https://www.researchgate.net/publication/46508661 
Summary This paper presents findings from detailed longitudinal household research 

undertaken in rural South Africa, which aimed to identify the factors affecting 
household ability to cope with illness costs. The paper analyses, first, the links 
between household vulnerability, costs of illness and livelihood impoverishment over 
time; and second, different groups’ experiences of three strands of state and civil 
society social protection — free public health care, cash transfers and social 
networks — and how these influenced vulnerability or resilience to illness-induced 
impoverishment. 

Relevance The paper presents the findings of case studies from two communities in South 
Africa, building on detailed qualitative and quantitative data collected from a limited 
sample over a 10-month period. The study provides very valuable in-depth data 
describing how households with different degrees of vulnerabilities are benefitting 
from cash transfers (as well as informal social protection from social networks) and 
how this interacts with access to health care. The study does not look at disability, 
but at illness, including chronic illness, which can perhaps be argued to have some 
similar effects on household vulnerabilities as disability (loss of livelihood, increased 
health costs). It shows how illness caused or threatened impoverishment in 21 out of 
30 households selected and that household access to health care, cash transfers 
and social networks affected their capacity to cope with illness and whether 
households managed to sustain their livelihoods, struggled or declined. Processes of 
impoverishment were triggered for those families that could not access cash 
transfers and social network support to assist with access to free health care 
services and food security. 
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Citation Govender, V., Fried, J., Birch, S., Chimbindi, N. and Cleary, S. (2015). Disability 
Grant: a precarious lifeline for HIV-AIDS patients in South Africa. BMC Health 
Service Research 15. 

Link http://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-015-0870-8 
Summary In South Africa, HIV/AIDS remains a major public health problem. In a context of 

chronic unemployment and deepening poverty, social assistance through its 
Disability Grant (DG) is extended to adults with HIV/AIDS who are unable to work 
because of a mental or physical disability. Using a mixed methods approach, the 
paper consider 1) inequalities in access to the DG for patients on ART and 2) 
implications of DG access for on-going access to healthcare. Data were collected in 
exit interviews with 1,200 ART patients in two rural and two urban health sub-districts 
in four different South African provinces. Additionally, 17 and 18 in-depth interviews 
were completed with patients on ART treatment and ART providers, respectively, in 
three of the four sites included in the quantitative phase. Results: Grant recipients 
were comparatively worse off than non-recipients in terms of employment (9.1 % vs. 
29.9 %) and wealth (58.3 % in the poorest half vs. 45.8 %). After controlling for 
socioeconomic and demographic factors, site, treatment duration, adherence and 
concomitant TB treatment, the regression analyses showed that the employed were 
significantly less likely to receive the DG than the unemployed (p < 0.001). Also, 
patients who were longer on treatment and receiving concomitant treatment (i.e., 
ART and tuberculosis care) were more likely to receive the DG (significant at the 5 % 
level). The qualitative analyses indicated that the DG alleviated the burden of 
healthcare related costs for ART patients. Both patients and healthcare providers 
spoke of the complexity of the grants process and eligibility criteria as a barrier to 
accessing the grant. This impacted adversely on patient-provider relationships. 

Relevance Provides valuable quantitative and qualitative data on the characteristics of those 
accessing the grant among people in ART treatment (higher unemployment and less 
wealth than those not receiving the grant) as well as of the importance of the grant 
for people, including for paying for transport to health facilities. Also shows the 
issues around the grant being cut as people get better because of treatment. 

  
 

Citation Graham, L., Moodley, J. and Selipsky, L. (2013). The disability–poverty nexus and 
the case for a capabilities approach: evidence from Johannesburg, South Africa. 
Disability & Society, 28(3), 324-337. 

Link http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09687599.2012.710011 
Summary Debates about the relationship between poverty and disability continue and are 

important in that they contribute to policies regarding how best to address the needs 
of persons with disabilities living in conditions of poverty. Increasingly, researchers 
have begun to use Sen’s capabilities approach in understanding disability. However, 
the approach has not been adequately applied to understand the nature of the 
poverty and disability nexus, particularly in developing contexts. This article seeks to 
address this gap by reporting on evidence from a study conducted in eight of the 
poorest wards in Johannesburg. Using the capabilities lens, the paper demonstrates 
the ways in which both poverty and disability compound one another to limit the 
capabilities of people. The findings point to the need for broad-scale as well as 
targeted social development policies and programmes to address the consequences 
of poverty and disability. 
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Relevance Using a capability perspective on disability, this paper looks at the intersection 
between poverty and disability, and to what extent education, social assistance and 
collective capabilities are seen by people with disabilities to enhance their 
capabilities. The authors analyse the Johannesburg Poverty and Livelihoods Study 
data, combined with in-depth interviews. The analysis generates interesting findings 
although it is not statistically generalisable to the whole of South Africa. They find 
that 71% of the sample of people with disabilities was aware of the Disability Grant, 
but only 41% (n=37) received it. They find that the grant is only enough to cover 
basic survival, not to enhance capabilities, and suggest linking the grant to skills 
development and other programmes that can better support access for people with 
disabilities to income opportunities and services. 

  
 

Citation Groce, N. and Bakshi, P. (2009). Illiteracy among Adults with Disabilities in the 
Developing World: An Unexplored Area of Concern. Working Paper No. 9. Leonard 
Cheshire Disability and Inclusive Development Centre, University College London. 

Link https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lc-
ccr/centrepublications/workingpapers/WP09_Illiteracy_among_Adults_with_Disabiliti
es_in_the_Developing_World_-_An_Unexplored_Area_of_Concern.pdf 

Summary The paper reviews findings from a global literature search on literacy of adults with 
disability in developing countries which shows that there is currently little in 
international development, education, health, or disability studies that addresses this 
issue.  

Relevance The paper finds that more attention needs to be directed to providing literacy skills to 
illiterate and marginally literate disabled adolescents and adults. 

 

Citation Groce, N., Kett, M., Lang, R. and Trani, J. (2011). Disability and Poverty the need for 
a more nuanced understanding of implications for development policy and practice. 
Third World Quarterly, 32(8), 1493 – 1513.  

Link http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01436597.2011.604520 
Summary This article reviews existing knowledge and theory regarding the disability–poverty 

nexus. Using both established theoretical constructs and field-based data, it attempts 
to identify what knowledge gaps exist and need to be addressed with future 
research. 

Relevance Provides a good overview of the main issues related to the linkages between 
disability and poverty, and also touches briefly on the role of social protection, but 
does not provide any new data. 

  
 

Citation Grushka, C. and Demarco. D. (2003). Disability Pensions and Social Security 
Reform. Analysis of the Latin American Experience. World Bank Social Protection 
Discussion Paper No. 0325.  

Link http://siteresources.worldbank.org/DISABILITY/Resources/280658-
1172608763375/DisabilityPensGrushka.pdf 

Summary This paper describes the disability pension arrangements prevailing in ten Latin 
American countries that reformed their pension systems.  

Relevance This paper covers only social insurance. It is quite comprehensive, but purely 
descriptive. 

  

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01436597.2011.604520
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/DISABILITY/Resources/280658-1172608763375/DisabilityPensGrushka.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/DISABILITY/Resources/280658-1172608763375/DisabilityPensGrushka.pdf
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Citation Guthrie, T., Proudlock, P., Sait, W., Linders, P., Gcaza, S., Thompson, P. and van 
Noordwyk, N. (2001). Social Security Policy Options For People With Disabilities In 
South Africa: An International And Comparative Review. Prepared by the Child 
Health Policy Institute and The South African Federal Council on Disability for the 
Committee Of Inquiry Into A Comprehensive Social Security System. Cape Town.  

Link http://ci.org.za/depts/ci/pubs/pdf/poverty/resrep/polopt4dis.pdf 
Summary This paper provides an overview of the social security system for people with 

disabilities in South Africa. It offers a comparative analysis of international public 
social security systems, identifies the gaps in the literature for further research, and 
provides recommendations for a more integrated and comprehensive system.  

Relevance A comprehensive 140-page report. Besides a detailed overview of social security for 
persons with disabilities in South Africa, it also includes brief information on 
Australia, Ireland, Mauritius, Nigeria, India, Pakistan, Chile, Brazil, Ghana, 
Botswana, Kenya, Uganda (although much of the information is most likely out of 
date by now).  

  
 
  

http://ci.org.za/depts/ci/pubs/pdf/poverty/resrep/polopt4dis.pdf
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H 
Citation Hanass-Hancock, J. and Deghaye, N. (2016). Elements of the Financial and 

Economic Costs of Disability to Households in South Africa: A Pilot Study. 
Department of Social Development. Pretoria.  

Link https://www.unicef.org/southafrica/SAF_resources_FinEconCostdisabilitySAhouse
holds.pdf 

Summary This pilot study is a first attempt to delineate the financial and economic 
consequences for persons with disabilities and their households in South Africa. It 
uses a mixed-methods approach of quantitative and qualitative methods and a 
literature review to estimate opportunity costs and loss of income; estimate out-of-
pocket costs related to disability; describe economic effects of SA’s Disability Grant 
and of tax rebates; identify disability-related costs that are currently borne by 
households with persons with disabilities that should be borne by the state; 
determine services to reduce economic vulnerability. The study examines these 
factors in relation to the type and degree of disability in key life areas — education, 
employment and health — for adults and children with disabilities. 

Relevance As a key rationale for social protection for persons with disabilities is the cost of living 
with a disability, the expanding literature seeking to measure the cost of disability is 
of relevance. This study provides a valuable contribution to this literature through a 
comprehensive analysis of the cost of disabilities to households in South Africa. 

  
 

Citation Hanass-Hancock, J. and McKenzie, T.C. (2017). People with disabilities and income-
related social protection measures in South Africa: Where is the gap? African 
Journal of Disability, 6. 

Link https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5645570/ 
Summary This paper discusses if disability is associated with opportunity cost and loss of 

income both on the individual and household level in South Africa, and if these costs 
differ depending on disability type and severity. For this purpose, the paper analyses 
General Household Survey 2011 data (people between 15 and 59) using descriptive 
statistics disaggregated via disability type and severity. The paper also assesses if 
social grants counteract these costs and reduce economic vulnerability. The analysis 
of the data reveals that persons with disabilities are affected by issues relating to 
multidimensional poverty such as lower educational attainment and fewer 
employment opportunities. In addition, households of persons with disabilities (with 
the exception of milder visual problems) earn significantly less than households 
without persons with disabilities, and this particularly applies to households with 
people with severe disabilities. This vulnerability also varies by disability type. The 
country’s social protection mechanisms, in terms of social grants, counteract 
economic vulnerability to some extent but do not consider the nuanced economic 
impact of diverse conditions, nor the increased out-of-pocket costs related to 
disability. 

Relevance This study provides valuable analysis of the extent to which South Africa’s social 
protection programmes are able to compensate for the cost of disability. The study 
highlights that in the context of disability, careful consideration must be given to the 
diverse, nuanced nature of disability as it relates to the type and degree of disability 
as well as to age. 

https://www.unicef.org/southafrica/SAF_resources_FinEconCostdisabilitySAhouseholds.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/southafrica/SAF_resources_FinEconCostdisabilitySAhouseholds.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5645570/
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Citation Hardy, Ch. and Richter, M. (2006). Disability Grants or Anti-retrovirals? A quandary 
for people with HIV/AIDS in South Africa. African Journal of AIDS Research, 5(1), 
85-96. 

Link http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.2989/16085900609490369?journalCode=raar
20 

Summary According to the Department of Social Development, disability grants are available to 
adult South African citizens and permanent residents who are incapacitated and 
unable to work due to illness or disability. A number of people living with HIV/AIDS 
(PWAs) have accessed the Disability Grant once they have fulfilled the criteria set 
down by the Department of Social Development. Current government policies entitle 
PWAs, a least in theory, to access antiretroviral medications. Where PWAs have 
been able to access antiretroviral treatment (ART) through the government’s 
antiretroviral programme, this has led to an improvement in their health and 
subsequent disqualification for a disability grant. In South Africa’s highly unequal 
society, the Disability Grant often operates as the only source of income for low-
income families. This has created an untenable situation as many PWAs are forced 
to choose between receiving their disability grant and accessing life-saving 
medication. We explore the intersection of social security with access to ART and 
argue that it presents complex problems in the context of HIV/AIDS, and thus 
requires urgent debate and resolution. Potential solutions to this problem, including 
the provision of a basic income grant to all South Africans, are proposed. 

Relevance This paper on the issue of the Disability Grant in relation to ARTs in South Africa 
builds on desk research and 13 interviews and therefore does not contribute much 
new data, but nevertheless contributes a relevant discussion of the particular issues 
of HIV/AIDS and disability grants in a context of high unemployment and poverty. 

  
 

Citation HelpAge International. (2005). Making Cash Count: Lessons from cash transfer 
schemes in east and southern Africa for supporting the most vulnerable children and 
households. HelpAge International, Institute for Development Studies and Save the 
Children UK. 

Link http://www.ids.ac.uk/publication/making-cash-count-lessons-from-cash-transfer-
schemes-in-east-and-southern-africa-for-supporting-the-most-vulnerable-children-
and-households 

Summary The study reviews unconditional cash transfers in 15 countries in East and Southern 
Africa, examines four programmes in more depth (in Ethiopia, Lesotho, Mozambique 
and Zambia); and draws lessons for policy from this comparative review. The 
methodology is qualitative; the report does not provide a quantitative analysis of 
these programmes.  

Relevance The review includes several programmes that include persons with disabilities as a 
part of the target group. 

  
 

Citation Holmes, R., Samuels, F., Ghimire, A. and Thewissen, S. (2018). Shock-Responsive 
Social Security Cash Allowance for Children with Disabilities. Overseas 
Development Institute. London.  

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.2989/16085900609490369?journalCode=raar20
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.2989/16085900609490369?journalCode=raar20
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Summary The report builds on qualitative research with children with disabilities and their 
families in Nepal, as well secondary analysis of an existing household survey data 
set on people with disabilities across Nepal (Eide et al., 2016). It documents 
challenges faced by children with disabilities and their caregivers, as well as very 
high exclusion errors in Nepal’s disability allowance. 

Relevance The study provides useful new analysis of exclusion errors in Nepal’s disability 
allowance, as well as some of the barriers to access that are causing this. 

  
 

Citation Honeycutt, T. and Mitra, S. (2005). Learning from others: Temporary and partial 
disability programs in nine countries. Rehabilitation International, Program for 
Disability Research and DRI. 

Link http://www.dri.uiuc.edu/research/p04-12h/learning_final_report.pdf 
Summary This report presents and compares the disability benefit systems of nine countries 

with a focus on temporary benefits and partial benefits. The countries under study 
are Australia, Germany, Great Britain, Japan, the Netherlands, Norway, South Africa, 
Sweden, and the United States. For each country the study analyses: types of 
benefits offered, administrative structures, methods of financing, benefit amounts, 
disability definition and assessment, and rehabilitation and reintegration options. One 
common point across the nine countries is a concern regarding the growth of the 
benefit rolls and of the costs to administer and provide benefits. Persons receiving 
permanent disability benefits, including those with partial benefits, show low rates of 
exit due to employment. Several countries have developed new time-limited benefit 
programmes, as an alternative to permanent benefits and as a way to promote 
employment. In addition, in temporary benefit programmes, more financial 
responsibilities have been shifted from the government to employers and, in some 
cases, employees. The advantages and challenges of having a temporary or a 
partial disability benefit programme are analysed. 

Relevance A comprehensive report reviewing disability benefits systems in Australia, Germany, 
UK, Japan, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, the US and South Africa. As such, 
particularly relevant for SA and for a discussion and comparison of disability benefits 
in developed countries, including disability definitions, types of programmes, 
financing, and eligibility rules. The report focuses especially on temporary and partial 
benefits. It is also relevant to a discussion of the relationship between disability 
benefits and employment as it discusses in particular how the policy mix influences 
employment among persons with disabilities.  

  
 

Citation Hoogeveen, J., (2004). Measuring welfare for small but vulnerable groups: poverty 
and disability in Uganda. Social Protection Unit. Human Development Network. 
World Bank. Washington, D.C. 

Link http://siteresources.worldbank.org/SOCIALPROTECTION/Resources/SP-
Discussion-papers/Social-Risk-Management-DP/0419.pdf 

Summary When vulnerable population groups are numerically small — as is often the case — 
obtaining representative welfare estimates from non-purposive sample surveys 
becomes an issue. The study how, for census years, estimates of income poverty for 
small vulnerable populations can be derived by combining sample survey and 
population census information. The approach is illustrated for Uganda, for which 

http://www.dri.uiuc.edu/research/p04-12h/learning_final_report.pdf
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poverty among households with disabled heads is determined. This is possibly the 
first time that, for a developing country, statistically representative information on 
income poverty among disabled people is generated.  

Relevance Relevant for studies of poverty among persons with disabilities.  
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I 
Citation Iemmi, V., Gibson, L. Blanchet, K., Suresh Kumar, K, Rath, S., Hartley, S., Murthy, 

G.V.S., Patel, V., Weber, J. and Kuper, H. (2015). Community-based rehabilitation 
for people with disabilities in low-and middle-income countries: a systematic review. 
Campbell Systematic Reviews, 15. 

Link http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/63476/ 
Summary Reviews the evidence about the impact of community-based rehabilitation on the 

lives of persons with disabilities and their carers in low- and middle-income 
countries. Community-based rehabilitation interventions are the strategy endorsed 
by the World Health Organisation and other international organisations (e.g. ILO, 
IDDC) for addressing the needs of people with disabilities in low- and middle-income 
countries.  

Relevance This is a systematic review of 15 studies of the impact of community-based 
rehabilitation. However, the studies are quite different and do not lend themselves 
easily to meta-analysis. They also only focus on the health component of 
community-based rehabilitation (except for one study, which focused on education). 
Social protection forms part of the livelihood component — see the Community 
Based Rehabilitation Guidelines Livelihood Component. 

  
 

Citation ILO. (2014). World Social Protection Report 2014/15: Building economic recovery, 
inclusive development and social justice. ILO. Geneva. 

Link http://www.ilo.org/global/research/global-reports/world-social-security-
report/2014/WCMS_245201/lang--en/index.htm 

Summary This report provides a very comprehensive overview of the status and trends in 
various areas of social protection. The report follows a lifecycle approach, starting 
with social protection for children, followed by schemes for women and men in 
working age, and closing with pensions and other support for older persons. It also 
assesses progress towards universal coverage in health. The report further analyses 
trends and recent policies, such as the negative impacts of fiscal consolidation and 
adjustment measures, and urgently calls to expand social protection for crisis 
recovery, inclusive development and social justice. The World Social Protection 
Report 2014/15 includes valuable and comprehensive statistical annexes with the 
latest social protection data. 

Relevance Of particular relevance to social protection for people with disabilities are Chapter 3.3 
on employment injury protection and 3.4 on disability benefits. Chapter 3.3 provides 
a comprehensive global overview of employment injury protection schemes, showing 
how countries rely on social insurance and/or employer liability to cover work-related 
disability. There have been improvements in recent years in transitioning from 
employer liability to social insurance systems. It includes statistics on both coverage 
and adequacy. Chapter 3.4 focuses on disability benefits, provides an overview of 
the relevant international standards, the situation globally regarding how many 
countries are providing disability benefits, how many are means-tested etc. This is 
information that is indispensable for providing a global overview. 

  
 

http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/63476/
http://www.ilo.org/global/research/global-reports/world-social-security-report/2014/WCMS_245201/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/research/global-reports/world-social-security-report/2014/WCMS_245201/lang--en/index.htm
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Citation ILO. (2017). World Social Protection Report 2017/19: Universal social protection to 
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. ILO. Geneva. 

Link http://www.ilo.org/global/publications/books/WCMS_604882/lang--
en/index.htm 

Summary Like the 2014/15 report, this ILO Social Protection Flagship report provides a very 
comprehensive overview of the status and trends in various areas of social 
protection. The report follows a lifecycle approach, starting with social protection for 
children, followed by schemes for women and men in working age, and closing with 
pensions and other support for older persons. It also assesses progress towards 
universal coverage in health. The report further analyses regional and global trends 
in social protection. The World Social Protection Report 2017/19 includes valuable 
and comprehensive statistical annexes with the latest social protection data. 

Relevance Of particular relevance to social protection for persons with disabilities are Chapter 
3.4 on employment injury protection and 3.5 on disability benefits. Annex B.8 
contains detailed information on disability benefits, including effective coverage. This 
is information that is indispensable for providing a global overview. 

  
 

Citation ILO and Development Pathways. (forthcoming). Social Protection E-Learning 
Course: Creating and extending social protection floors and the right to social 
security, Module 3: Social security for persons with disabilities. Geneva: ILO. 

Link Forthcoming 
Summary This is the third module in the on-line course: Creating and Extending Social 

Protection Floors and the Right to Social Security. The module begins by examining 
the proportion of the world’s population that is affected by disability, before 
discussing how the nature of disabilities experienced by people can vary greatly. The 
module discusses the link between poverty and disability and describes the 
challenges faced by people with disabilities across the lifecycle. After discussing how 
access to social security is a right for persons with disabilities, the rationale behind, 
and options for providing them with social security are analysed. The module 
provides information on the global spread of disability benefits, offering more detailed 
examples from a number of developing countries. The module finishes by discussing 
some of the design challenges that countries face when establishing disability 
benefits. 

Relevance This background note provides a brief but useful overview of the main discussions 
and displays data on disability benefits around the world.  

  
 

Citation International Social Security Association (ISSA). (2013). Social security coverage 
extension in the BRICS: A comparative study on the extension of coverage in Brazil, 
the Russian Federation, India, China and South Africa. Geneva. 

Link http://apsredes.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/2-BRICS-report-final.pdf 
Summary A comparative analysis of extension of social security benefits in Brazil, Russia, 

India, China and South Africa.  
Relevance This is a very useful overview of social protection reforms, both social insurance and 

social assistance, in the five countries, including analysis of the number of people 
with disabilities included in social security systems.   

  

http://www.ilo.org/global/publications/books/WCMS_604882/lang--en/index.htm
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J 
Citation Jelsma, J., Maart, S., Eide, A., Toni, M., & Loeb, M. (2008). Who gets the disability 

grant in South Africa? An analysis of the characteristics of recipients in urban and 
rural areas. Disability and Rehabilitation, 30, 1139–1145. 

Link https://www.researchgate.net/publication/23250667_Who_gets_the_disability_grant_
in 
_South_Africa_An_analysis_of_the_characteristics_of_recipients_in_urban_and_rur
al_areas 

Summary This study was to establish whether there was a difference in the characteristics of 
people who received South Africa’s Disability Grant and those who did not in rural 
and urban samples of isiXhosa-speaking persons with disability in South Africa. A 
demographic survey and isiXhosa versions of the International Classification of 
Functioning, Disability and Health and EQ-5D, a health-related quality of life 
measure were utilised. The sample consisted of 244 rural and 61 urban respondents, 
demonstrating a preponderance of physical disabilities. The groups who received or 
did not receive grants were equivalent in terms of age, gender, marital status and 
employment status. A significantly higher proportion of rural dwellers accessed the 
grant. The grant holders displayed significantly more problems related to mobility 
and to technology and policies and services relating to mobility and transport. Those 
who did not receive grants reported more barriers with regard to the attitudes of 
health workers but not with regard to any other aspect of social support. The majority 
of men and women with disability identified in this study received the grant, whether 
or not they lived in remote rural or in urban areas. As there were few differences 
between the groups, it is likely that several non-grant holders might qualify if they 
were informed of the grant and applied. The role of medical doctors as ‘gate-
keepers’ to the grant might need to be examined. 

Relevance The analysis shows the importance of the Disability Grant in extremely poor rural 
areas, as households with persons with disabilities had higher incomes than those 
without because of the grant. A surprising finding is that people in rural areas had 
better access to the grant than those in urban areas. The analysis shows that most 
people with disabilities in the study areas are accessing the grant, although the 
sampling of respondents might not be representative (there is a likely bias toward 
people with disabilities who are more active and more aware of their rights). 
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K 
Citation Kaur, I., Hillis, S.A., Abu Al-Ghaib, O., Pallares-Miralles, M., Essama, S. (2016). 

West Bank and Gaza – Disability in the Palestinian territories: assessing situation 
and services for people with disabilities. World Bank. Washington, D. C. 

Link http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/501421472239948627/pdf/WBG-
Disability-Study-Final-DRAFT-for-Transmission-Oct-31.pdf  

Summary This assessment originated from the dialogue on reforming the Cash Transfer 
Program managed by the Ministry of Social Affairs to increase monetary support for 
persons with disabilities (PWD). The report details the assessment by the World 
Bank of the situation of and available services for PWD, in order to inform the 
authorities of the options moving forward. 

Relevance The report provides an analysis of the landscape of services for persons with 
disabilities, through available data, in the Palestinian context.  

  
 

Citation Kelly, G. (2016). “We want another doctor!” Citizen agency and contested notions of 
disability in social assistance applications in South Africa. Center for Social Science 
Research (CSSR) Working Paper No. 383. University of Cape Town, South Africa.  

Link https://www.researchgate.net/publication/306106447_We_want_another_doctor_Citi
zen_agency_and_contested_notions_of_disability_in_social_assistance_application
s_in_South_Africa 

Summary This study draws on observations of doctor-patient encounters in disability 
assessments for South Africa’s Disability Grant (DG), to examine how doctor-patient 
interactions shape social welfare allocation. Main findings include that Disability 
Grant claimants’ understanding of disability differed from biomedical conceptions of 
disability. Doctors carrying out DG assessments faced both direct and indirect 
pressure from claimants, who aimed to influence their decisions through narratives of 
suffering and  
performances of disability. 

Relevance The study highlights the importance of trust, power dynamics and the exercise of 
agency by both patients and providers in understanding policy implementation.  

  
 

Citation Kidd, S., Wapling, L., Schjoedt, R., Gelders, B.;,Athias, D.B. and Tran, A. 
(forthcoming). Leaving No-One Behind: Building Inclusive Social Protection Systems 
for Persons with Disabilities. Development Pathways 

Summary This report is based on a comprehensive literature review, secondary analysis of 
household survey datasets and brief qualitative field research in seven countries. It 
provides a comprehensive overview of the existing evidence base regarding social 
protection for persons with disabilities, including a global overview of social 
protection for people with disabilities in low- and middle-income countries, the 
effectiveness of social protection for people with disabilities, barriers to accessing 
social protection for people with disabilities and linkages between social protection 
schemes and other public services. 

Relevance This report provides one of the most comprehensive analyses of social protection for 
persons with disabilities in low- and middle-income countries available.  
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Citation Kidd, S. (2014). Social Exclusion and Access to Social Protection Schemes. DFAT. 
Canberra. 

Link http://www.developmentpathways.co.uk/resources/social-exclusion-access-social-
protection-schemes/ 

Summary This paper analyses the links between social exclusion and access to social 
protection. Based on a wide range of international evidence, it discusses how social 
exclusion is a key factor in explaining the poor quality of programmes targeted at 
those living in extreme poverty. It also examines the barriers faced by people 
experiencing social exclusion when attempting to access social protection schemes. 
The paper also proposes strategies and initiatives to improve the access of the 
socially excluded from social protection schemes, outlining a range of experiences 
from across developing countries. 

Relevance While not dealing specifically with social protection for people with disabilities, this 
paper outlines an approach to analyse exclusion from social protection that is very 
relevant to analysing the barriers that persons with disabilities face when attempting 
to access social protection.  

 

Citation Kidd, S. (2014). Disability and Social Protection: Technical Guidance Note. AusAid. 
Canberra. 

Link http://www.developmentpathways.co.uk/resources/wp-
content/uploads/2014/07/2014-02-Social-Protection-and-Disability-Technical-
Guidance-Note-FINAL.pdf 

Summary This guideline provides an overview of key issues to consider when designing, 
implementing and reviewing social protection programmes to ensure people with 
disability are included in and benefit on an equal basis with others. It provides 10 key 
actions staff can take to consider and implement disability-inclusion in the design, 
implementation and review of social protection programmes. 

Relevance Provides a useful introduction to the key issues related to social protection for 
persons with disabilities.  

  
Citation Kidd, S.; Abu-el-Haj, Tareq; Khondker, Bazlul, Watson, Carol and Ramkissoon, 

Sharlene (2016) Social Assistance in Viet Nam: A review and proposals for reform. 
Ha Noi: Ministriy of Labour – Invalids and Social Affairs and UNDP. 

Link http://www.developmentpathways.co.uk/resources/social-assistance-in-vietnam/ 
Summary The paper provides an overview of Vietnam’s national social protection system. It 

sets out the strengths and weaknesses of the current national social protection 
system and shows that, if Vietnam were to adopt a more inclusive lifecycle social 
protection system — at a cost, initially of no more than 1% of GDP — the reforms 
would have significant impacts on poverty and economic growth. 

Relevance The paper includes analysis of disability in Vietnam and proposes a child disability 
benefit and disability benefit as a part of establishing a social protection floor in 
Vietnam. 

  
 

Citation Kidd, S., Freeland, N. and Khondker, B. (2014). International Best Practice in Social 
Protection: Implications for Bangladesh. PRI, SANEM and Development Pathways. 

Link http://www.developmentpathways.co.uk/downloads/projects/international-best-
practice---bangladesh---2014feb03.pdf 

http://www.developmentpathways.co.uk/resources/social-exclusion-access-social-protection-schemes/
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http://www.developmentpathways.co.uk/resources/social-assistance-in-vietnam/
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Summary This paper was prepared as a background document to support the development of 
Bangladesh’s National Social Protection Strategy. It discusses some of the key 
debates on social protection currently underway in Bangladesh, examining the 
historical and international evidence, including the topics of the political economy of 
social protection, universal programmes versus poverty-targeting, a lifecycle 
approach to social protection, ‘graduation’ from social protection programmes and 
food transfers versus cash transfers. 

Relevance The paper includes examples of life cycle social protection systems, including 
disability benefits in countries such as Brazil, South Africa and Nepal.  

  
 

Citation Kiregu, J., Murindahabi, N. K., Tumusiime, D., Thomson, D. R., Hedt-Gauthier, B. L.; 
Ahayo, A.(2016). Socioeconomics and Major Disabilities: Characteristics of Working-
Age Adults in Rwanda. PLoS ONE 11(4). 

Link http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0153741 
Summary This was a secondary analysis of 35,114 adults aged 16 to 65 interviewed in the 

2010/2011 Rwanda Household Wealth and Living Conditions survey. This study 
estimated self-reported major disability, and used chi-square tests to estimate 
associations (p<0.1) with income, government compensation, occupation type, 
participation in public works programmes, and household poverty status. Over 4% of 
working-age adults reported having a major disability and the most prevalent types of 
disability in order were physical, mental, and then sensory disability. In bivariate 
analysis, annual income, occupation type, and poverty status were associated with 
major disability (p<0.001 for all). Occupation type was dropped because it was 
collinear with income. Age, education, and urban/rural residence were confounders. 
In the multivariate analysis, adults in all income groups had about half the odds of 
disability compared to adults with no income and non-poor adults had 0.77 the odds 
of disability compared to poor adults (p = 0.001). Given that personal income rather 
than government programming is associated with disability in Rwanda, the paper 
recommends deliberately targeting services to those with disability via cash 
transfers, placements in disability-appropriate employment, and micro-savings 
programmes. 

Relevance This study is a secondary analysis of the EICV3 dataset. It provides a rigorous 
quantitative analysis, showing a correlation between disability and poverty, but no 
correlation between disability and receiving government support, suggesting that 
persons with disabilities were accessing social protection programmes to the same 
extent as persons without disabilities. 

  
 

Citation De Koker C, de Waal L, & Vorster J. (2006). A profile of social security beneficiaries 
in South Africa. Report for Department of Social Development, Vol 1. Datadesk. 
Stellenbosch. 

Link Not available 
Summary This report provides a comprehensive analysis of data from SASSA to provide 

detailed profiles of beneficiaries of social protection programmes in South Africa. 
Relevance The report includes profiles of recipients of South Africa’s disability benefit (although 

Department of Sociology and Social Anthropology 2014 provides similar analysis of 
more up to date data). 

http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0153741
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Citation de Koker, C., de Waal, L. and Voster, J. (2006). A profile of social security 
beneficiaries in South Africa. Department of Sociology and Social 
Anthropology, Stellenbosch University. Datadesk. Stellenbosch.  

Link Forthcoming 
Summary This study provides a comprehensive analysis of beneficiaries of South Africa’s 

extensive social assistance programmes. It provides and updated version of de 
Koker et al (2006). The two main data sources are the General Household Survey 
2011 (GHS) by StatsSA and data from SOCPEN (the SASSA database). Data from 
the Income and Expenditure Survey (IES) 2011, also by StatsSA, was used as a 
supplementary source. SOCPEN data (2013) was used as the primary source to 
provide data on numbers of grants and the profiles of beneficiaries and recipients in 
terms of age, gender, marital status, caregivership or relation to child beneficiaries, 
citizenship status and grant history. Data from the GHS and IES (2011) was used to 
supplement the SOCPEN data. 

Relevance Chapter 5 provides an in-depth profile of recipients of the Disability Grant and the 
report is one of the most comprehensive surveys of Disability Grant beneficiaries in 
any country. 

  
 

Citation Kuper, H., Myamba, F., Mesaki, S, Mactaggart, I., Banks, M.L., Walsham, M. and 
Blanchet, K. (2015). Applied research concerning inclusion of persons with 
disabilities in systems of social protection – Quantitative Research Report, Tanzania. 
GIZ. 

Link https://www.giz.de/expertise/downloads/giz2015-en-report-tanzania-qualit-
research.pdf 

Summary Quantitative analysis based on survey data collected by the research team from 
4,500 people in the same districts as the qualitative research (see Myamba et al. 
2015) and looking at the same programmes.  

Relevance The study primarily looked at the Community Health Fund – a contributory health 
insurance scheme. The study also looked at the Productive Social Safety Net 
(PSSN) operated by the Tanzania Social Action Fund (TASAF), but this programme 
only includes very limited numbers of persons with disabilities. The analysis contains 
interesting findings in relation to disability prevalence and inclusion of persons with 
disabilities in social protection programmes.  

  
Citation Kuper, H.; Walsham, M.; Myamba, F.; Mesaki, S.; Mactaggart, I.; Banks, M and 

Blanchet, K. (2016) Social protection for people with disabilities in Tanzania; a mixed 
methods study. Oxford Development Studies, Volume 44, 2016, Issue 4. 

Link http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13600818.2016.1213228 
Summary This study assessed the need for, and inclusion in, social protection programmes 

among persons with disabilities compared to those without, in three districts in 
Tanzania. Using a mixed-methods approach, the study finds that although the need 
for social protection is higher among persons with disabilities, this is not matched 
with higher enrolment. 

Relevance The study provides evidence for how the need of persons with disabilities for support 
is not met by mainstream social protection programmes in Tanzania. 

https://www.giz.de/expertise/downloads/giz2015-en-report-tanzania-qualit-research.pdf
https://www.giz.de/expertise/downloads/giz2015-en-report-tanzania-qualit-research.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13600818.2016.1213228
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L 
Citation Levine, S., van der Berg, S., and Yu, D. (2011). The impact of cash transfers on 

household welfare in Namibia. Development Southern Africa, 28, 39–59. 
Link http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/0376835X.2011.545169 
Summary Namibia has a long history of providing a universal and non-contributory old age 

pension, child grants using means testing and quasi-conditionalities, and other cash 
transfers. Multivariate analysis presented in this paper confirms that these transfers 
play an important role in alleviating poverty, especially for the very poor. The 
poverty-reducing effects of the child grants are likely to increase further as access is 
being rapidly expanded. However, the impact in terms of reducing Namibia's 
extremely high inequality is limited. The targeting of the cash transfers towards the 
poorest groups takes place through two main channels. For the child grant, targeting 
occurs as a result of the orphan status eligibility criteria, as orphans are over-
represented in lower-income households. For the universal social pension, it appears 
that some of the relatively less poor do not receive it even if they are eligible. Means 
testing of child grants appears ineffective, even without considering administrative 
costs. 

Relevance This impact analysis of Namibia’s social protection programmes includes analysis of 
the nation’s disability grant. 

  
 

Citation Li, M., Zhang, Y., Zhang, Z., Zhang, Y., Zhou, L., and Chen, K. (2013). Rural-urban 
differences in the long-term care of the disabled elderly in China. PLoS One, 8(11), 
1–7. 

Link http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0079955 
Summary In China, the rapid rate of population aging and changes in the prevalence of 

disability among elderly people could have significant effects on the demand for 
long-term care. This study aims to describe the urban-rural differences in use and 
cost of long-term care of the disabled elderly and to explore potential influencing 
factors. This study uses data from a cross-sectional survey and a qualitative 
investigation conducted in Zhejiang province in 2012. The participants were 826 
individuals over 60 years of age, who had been bedridden or suffered from dementia 
for more than 6 months. A generalised linear model and two-part regression model 
were applied to estimate costs, with adjustment of covariates. It finds that the use of 
long-term care services varies by living area. Long-term care of the disabled elderly 
imposes a substantial burden on families. Informal care involves huge opportunity 
costs to the caregivers. Chinese policy makers need to promote community care and 
long-term care insurance to relieve the burden of families of disabled elderly, and 
particular attention should be given to the rural elderly. 

Relevance A rigorous quantitative study with a sample of 826 disabled elderly. Finds that most 
urban respondents rely on pension for income, while rural respondents rely on family 
support (this might have changed since, with the roll out of pensions to rural areas in 
recent years). The average monthly out-of-pocket health expense is 557 RMB. Given 
that over 80% of the rural elderly earn less than 667 RMB per month, the need to 
cover high out-of-pocket medical costs imposes a heavy burden, and low-income 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/0376835X.2011.545169
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0079955
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families in particular may find themselves driven into poverty because of 
unaffordable medical expenses. 

  
 

Citation Liao, Y., Jin-Feng, W., Gong, C., Wei, D. Xin-Ming, S.; Xiao, Y. and Xiao-Ying, Z. 
(2013). Clustering of disability caused by unintentional injury among 15- to 60-year 
olds: a challenge in rapidly developing countries. Geospatial Health 8(1). 

Link http://geospatialhealth.net/index.php/gh/article/view/50/50 
Summary This study estimates the prevalence of disability caused by unintentional injury 

amongst people aged 15-60 years across different cities in the People’s Republic of 
China. The prevalence of disability caused by unintentional injury is estimated from 
data from the Second Chinese National Sample Survey on Disability. Results of data 
analysis show that the prevalence of disability due to unintentional injury in the target 
population group varied significantly across the 16 types of city investigated, but that 
it was particularly common among the unemployed and poor. With regard to 
occupational structure, cities with activities oriented towards transport and 
construction had the highest average prevalence despite access to local, relatively 
sound social security systems and adequate medical resources. It was also found 
that people struck by unintentional injury were treated in various ways depending on 
the availability of social assistance, medical care and job training, which differed 
widely between cities depending on each city’s main occupational activity. 

Relevance This quantitative analysis of a large dataset, looks at the prevalence of disability in 
China caused by accidents as a percentage of total disability, and how this is 
distributed spatially among cities, categorised according to various variables, 
including access to social protection. 

  
 

Citation Life Haven (n.d.). Disability and the World Bank Safeguards - Case study on the 
conditional cash transfer program in the Philippines: the case of poor households 
with persons with disabilities. Valenzuela City: Life Haven Inc. 

Link https://consultations.worldbank.org/Data/hub/files/meetings/ 
DisabilityandWBSafeguardsCaseStudyoftheCCTProgram.pdf 

Summary The current World Bank Safeguards do not specifically reference the rights of 
persons with disabilities. In the Philippines the World Bank supported National 
Household Targeting System, used for targeting government social protection 
programmes, did not consider disability as one of the variables to be measured. This 
means that persons with disabilities needing a disability-related social protection 
programme are left out. Disability-related needs such as assistive devices and 
technology, personal assistance, sign language interpretation, high cost of 
transportation for persons with mobility impairment because there is no accessible 
transportation and many other factors contribute to poverty. Thus, it is important to 
factor in the extra cost of disability-related needs when measuring poverty. With 
respect to the needs of children with disabilities, there are problems with the supply-
side of the educational system such as availability of accessible educational 
services, school teachers, need-appropriate instructional materials, and facilities 
nearest to the homes of families with members with disabilities. Similar problems are 
also experienced in the supply-side of health service provision. All of these resulted 
in exclusion or difficulty in complying with the 85 percent attendance requirement in 
school and the health aspect conditionalities of the CCT.  

http://geospatialhealth.net/index.php/gh/article/view/50/50
https://consultations.worldbank.org/Data/hub/files/meetings/DisabilityandWBSafeguardsCaseStudyoftheCCTProgram.pdf
https://consultations.worldbank.org/Data/hub/files/meetings/DisabilityandWBSafeguardsCaseStudyoftheCCTProgram.pdf
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Relevance This paper provides a good example of how the World Bank supported model of 
social protection – Conditional Cash Transfers targeted to the poor using a proxy 
means test – systematically excludes persons with disabilities. 

  
 

Citation Loeb, M., Eide, A. H.; Jelsma, J., Toni, M. and Maart, S. (2008). Poverty and 
Disability in Eastern and Western Cape Provinces, South Africa. Disability & Society, 
23(4). 

Link http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09687590802038803 
Summary The impact of disability on the living conditions of people living in specifically 

resource-poor areas in South Africa has not previously been addressed. This paper 
presents a comparison of people with a disability and their non-disabled peers with 
respect to some key poverty indicators among a sample of Xhosa speaking 
individuals in resource-poor areas of Eastern and Western Cape Provinces. A 
questionnaire on the level of living conditions (household composition and 
socioeconomic characteristics) and a detailed disability questionnaire that captured 
more specific details of the disability experience of the individual with a disability 
were adapted to the South Africa context. Despite the improved situation of 
households with a disabled family member in terms of financial resources (due 
primarily to the allocation of disability grants), other measures of poverty (education 
and employment) remain divisive for those with disabilities. 

Relevance A quantitative study which shows that South Africa’s Disability Grant has played a 
big role in improving the living situation of persons with disabilities in the two 
provinces studied. However access to education and employment has not been 
affected and show the same patterns as in other countries where disability grants are 
not available. 

  
 

Citation Loyalka, P., Liu, L., Chen, G., and Zheng, X. (2014). The cost of disability in China. 
Demography, 51, 97–118. 

Link http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24385200 
Summary The paper describes the degree to which household income is negatively associated 

with the prevalence of different types of disability (i.e., medical impairments) in China 
using data from the 2006 Second National Survey of Disabled Persons. It then 
calculates the extra costs of disability across different types of households and 
shows how these costs differ by the type and severity of disability in both urban and 
rural areas. Finally, it uses nationally representative panel data on persons with 
disabilities from 2007 to 2009 to examine the degree to which social security is 
reaching persons with different types and severity of disabilities in both urban and 
rural areas. The paper concludes that although the amount and coverage of social 
security for households with disabilities is increasing rapidly, it is still not enough to 
offset the income differential between households with and without disabled persons, 
especially when we account for the extra costs of disability. 

Relevance Analyses large datasets, showing how households with disabled members have 
lower incomes and estimating the extra cost of disability. Shows that taking into 
account the higher cost of disability increases the poverty rate for the whole 
population with 3%-point. While there is no disability grant in China, disability is 
considered as a qualifying factor for some programmes. The paper shows that 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09687590802038803
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24385200
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persons with disabilities are much more likely to receive the Minimum Life 
Allowance, but that they receive approximately the same amount as people without 
disabilities. They show that there was an increase in the number of persons with 
disabilities receiving benefits, but that only a very small percentage of household 
income came from benefits, and not enough to make up for the extra cost of 
disability. 

  
 

Citation LSHTM. (forthcoming). Disability Inclusive Social Protection in Nepal: Policy Report, 
Qualitative Research Report and Quantitative Research Report. London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. London. 

Summary These forthcoming papers are part of a DFAT-funded research project looking at 
disability-inclusive social protection in Nepal and Vietnam. The reports on Nepal are 
based on a literature review and desk-based study of the policy environment and 
administrative data as well as primary research in the district of Tanahun. Research 
included a quantitative survey of 1,469 households from 10 different VDCs, as well 
as qualitative interviews with a sub-set of survey participants. 

Relevance Although limited to one district, the study provides unique data on poverty and 
access to social protection among persons with disabilities in Nepal. 

  
 

Citation LSHTM. (forthcoming). Disability Inclusive Social Protection Research. Evidence 
from Vietnam. London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. London. 

Summary These forthcoming papers are part of a DFAT-funded research project looking at 
disability-inclusive social protection in Nepal and Vietnam. The report on Vietnam is 
based on a literature review and desk-based study of the policy environment and 
administrative data as well as primary research in the district Cam Le, Da Nang. 
Research included a quantitative population-based survey using the Washington 
Group Short Set of Questions on Disability, as well as qualitative interviews with 
persons with disabilities benefiting from the Disability Allowance and those who were 
not.  

Relevance The study provides unique data on poverty and access to social protection among 
persons with disabilities in Vietnam. 
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M 
Citation MacGregor, H. (2006). The grant is what I eat: The politics of social security and 

disability in the post-apartheid South African state. Journal of biosocial science , 38, 
43–55. 

Link http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16266445 
Summary In South Africa, Disability Grant allocation has been under review and tensions are 

evident in government rhetoric stressing welfare provision on the one hand and 
encouraging rationalisation on the other. This ambiguity is traced down to the level of 
grant negotiations between doctors and ‘clients’ in a psychiatry clinic in Khayelitsha. 
Here ‘having nerves’ embodies the distress associated with harsh circumstances 
and is deemed by supplicants as sufficient to secure a grant. The paper illustrates 
how national discourses influence the presentation and experience of suffering and 
the way in which doctors mediate diagnoses. The implications of local 
understandings of ‘health citizenship’ for expectations of the post-apartheid state are 
explored. 

Relevance This is an ethnographic study consisting of 14 months of field work in one poor 
township. It provides interesting observations about the intersection between 
poverty, inequality and mental illness (with people being granted access to the 
Disability Grant because of ‘nerves’ as a result of poverty induced stress). It is 
doubtful whether it can be generalised to other places in South Africa, not to speak 
of other countries, but nevertheless provides valuable qualitative depth to some of 
the quantitative analyses of the Disability Grant in South Africa. 

  
 

Citation Maniates, S. (2012). Discourses around Social Welfare Grants as Anti-poverty 
Policy: Effectiveness and the Potential for Reform. Independent Study Project (ISP) 
Collection. Paper 1347. 

Link http://digitalcollections.sit.edu/isp_collection/1347 
Summary In a South Africa where many still live in poverty, the Government has chosen an 

extensive system of social grants as one of the primary methods by which it attempts 
to reduce this poverty. Research has generated substantial quantitative evidence 
that the system is successful, but there has been little analysis of public opinion 
around this costly policy, its effectiveness, and the need for its reform. This study 
explores discourses around the grants, both within government and among everyday 
people, in order to gain insight into such opinions. Most respondents approved of 
grants for those unable to work but not for the young and able-bodied; viewed grants 
as insufficient considering the high cost of living but prioritised higher government 
spending on other types of social services; and were highly concerned about the 
presence of fraud within the grant system and its potential to create dependency. 
Government messages about the grants often aligned with public opinion, 
expressing wariness of dependency leading to a future prioritisation of job creation 
and growth over social service provision for poverty relief. Both discourses contradict 
research on the subject, which suggests that grants are the most effective form of 
spending for poverty alleviation, do not create dependency, and should be extended 
to more South Africans.  

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16266445
http://digitalcollections.sit.edu/isp_collection/1347
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Relevance Even though this discourse analysis is based on only 13 interviews in one 
neighbourhood, it provides a useful analysis of public debate in South Africa in 
relation to social protection. 

  
 

Citation Mathematica. (2007). Evaluation of Jamaica’s PATH program: Final Report. 
Mathematica Policy Research Inc. Washington D.C. 

Link http://datatopics.worldbank.org/hnp/files/edstats/JAMimp07.pdf 
Summary This report summarises the findings of an evaluation of the Programme of 

Advancement Through Health and Education (PATH). The evaluation use a 
comparison-group research design involving comparing outcomes for a sample of 
2,500 households eligible for PATH (participant group) with another group of 
households which were similar to the participant group but were not deemed eligible 
for PATH (comparison group). Data includes qualitative interviews with PATH 
programme staff, as well as the staff of schools and health care facilities serving 
PATH clients; focus group discussions with PATH clients; data from the 
management information system (MIS) used to operate the programme; household 
surveys including a baseline survey of participant and comparison group households 
and a follow-up survey of the same households after the participant group had 
received several disbursements of benefits. 

Relevance The study provides an example of persons with disabilities in a mainstream 
conditional cash transfer programme. 

  
 

Citation Medeiros, M., Diniz, D., Squinca, F. (2006). Cash benefits to disabled persons in 
Brazil: an analysis of the BPC continuous cash benefit programme. United Nations 
Development Programme, Working Paper number 16. 

Link http://www.ipc-undp.org/pub/IPCWorkingPaper16.pdf 
Summary This paper provides an analysis of the Continuous Cash Benefit (BPC) based on 

evidence from: 1) a compilation of all normative regulations (operational rules and 
instructions) concerning the programme; 2) a questionnaire applied to a sample of 
medical experts in charge of selecting beneficiaries; 3) the collection of all bills in 
transition in the National Congress related to BPC; 4) interviews with the managers 
of BPC based on a standard questionnaire; 5) standardised interviews with members 
of the inter-ministerial working group in charge of reviewing the selection criteria for 
beneficiaries; 6) analysis of previous evaluations of BPC.  

Relevance Includes a useful description of the programme and some of the issues around 
definitions and assessment of disability. 

  
 

Citation Mitra, S. (2005) Disability and Social Safety Nets in Developing Countries. Social 
Protection Discussion Paper Series No. 0509. Washington DC: Social Protection 
Unit, Human Development Network, The World Bank. 

Link http://siteresources.worldbank.org/SOCIALPROTECTION/Resources/0509.pdf 
Summary This paper deals with how social safety nets may reach the poor with disabilities in 

developing countries. It presents a framework for analysing the inclusion of disability 
in social safety nets. The paper first reviews evidence on the relation between 
disability and poverty, and goes on to discuss the roles that safety nets may play 

http://www.ipc-undp.org/pub/IPCWorkingPaper16.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/SOCIALPROTECTION/Resources/0509.pdf
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with regard to disability. Safety nets can reach persons with disabilities through 
inclusive mainstream programmes as well as disability-targeted programmes. The 
advantages and challenges of disability-targeting are then discussed. The paper 
proceeds to analyse different ways that can be used to include disability 
considerations in the implementation of mainstream safety nets through the 
reduction of physical, communication and social barriers surrounding such 
programmes and through the careful design and evaluation of safety nets. The use 
of disability-targeting versus, or in combination with, disability mainstreaming is then 
discussed.  

Relevance This paper provides an excellent overview and framework for a discussion of social 
protection for persons with disabilities, including an introduction to definitions of 
disability, the relationship between disability and poverty, disability-targeted 
programmes and how to improve inclusion of persons with disabilities in mainstream 
programmes.  

  
 

Citation Mitra, S. (2006). The Capability Approach and Disability. Journal of Disability Policy 
Studies, 16(4). 

Link http://dps.sagepub.com/content/16/4/236.short?rss=1&ssource=mfc 
Summary The purpose of this article is to assess how an approach developed in economics to 

analyse issues related to the standard of living, the so-called capability approach, 
may help us understand disability at the conceptual level. The article first 
summarises different theoretical models of disability (the medical model, the social 
model, the Nagi model, and the International Classification of Functioning, Disability 
and Health of the World Health Organisation) and then presents the main 
components of the capability approach. The capability approach allows researchers 
to analyse: (a) disability at the capability level; (b) potential disability; and, at the 
functioning level, (c) actual disability. This framework also helps explain how 
disability may result from three types of factors: the individual’s personal 
characteristics (e.g., impairment, age, race, gender), the individual’s resources, and 
the individual’s environment (physical, social, economic, political). The article 
explores some implications of the capability approach for analysing the employment 
and the standard of living of persons with disabilities. 

Relevance An important article introducing the capability approach to disability and comparing it 
with the other models currently in use. 

 

Citation Mitra, S. (2008). Recent decline in the employment of persons with disabilities in 
South Africa, 1998–2006. South African Journal of Economics, 76, 480–492. 

Link http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2330486 
Summary This paper shows that there has been a significant decline in the employment and 

labour force participation of persons with disabilities in South Africa over the 1998 
through 2006 period. Disability is defined based on activity limitations. Data are from 
the October and the General Household Surveys. While several causes can be 
invoked, preliminary evidence suggests that the rise of the Disability Grant 
programme might be responsible for a part of the decline. Recommendations are 
made for future research and data collection on disability and employment. 

Relevance Although the data used has some limitations, the study does provide a convincing 
case for the argument, that the Disability Grant might have led to a decline in 

http://dps.sagepub.com/content/16/4/236.short?rss=1&ssource=mfc
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2330486
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employment and labour force participation of persons with disabilities, something 
that should be explored more through qualitative studies. 

  
 

Citation Mitra, S. (2010). Disability Cash Transfers in the Context of Poverty and 
Unemployment: the Case of South Africa. World Development, 38(12). 

Link http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305750X1000121X 
Summary South Africa’s Disability Grant (DG) program has been criticized for its poor 

administration and the dependency culture it promotes. This paper assesses the 
programme’s targeting effectiveness and its effects on labour supply. Using disability 
self-reports and standard measures of economic wellbeing, results suggest that 
DG’s inclusion errors are relatively limited but exclusion errors are substantial and 
serious. The paper also shows that increased leniency in disability screening policy 
in the Gauteng province in the early 2000s does not appear to have altered labour 
market behaviours relative to Northern Cape, a province where there was no change 
in policy. 

Relevance One of the few rigorous quantitative studies of access to the Disability Grant, using 
data from household surveys, again from South Africa. Finds an inclusion error rate 
of 34% and an exclusion error rate of 42%. Inclusion errors arise mainly from 
including in the programme poor persons without a work disability, and to a lesser 
extent inclusion of the non-poor. However, the analysis further shows that exclusion 
errors are substantial and serious since excluded households fare worse in terms of 
food security indicators than beneficiaries and do not rely more on other social 
grants. The analysis also shows that, in the context of South Africa, where the pools 
of the unemployed and labour force nonparticipants are very large, an expansion of 
the disability programme through more lenient disability screening seems to have 
absorbed those who were already out of the broad labour force and therefore have 
not had an effect on labour market participation. 

  
 

Citation Mitra S, Palmer M, Kim H, Mont D, Groce N. (2017). Extra costs of living with a 
disability: A systematized review and agenda for research. Disability and Health 
Journal, 10(4), 475 - 484. 

Link https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28501322 
Summary This article provides a systematised review of the global literature on the direct costs 

associated with living with a disability at the individual or household level. 
Relevance This study highlights the importance of analysing additional costs that are associated 

to living with a disability, as it impacts individual and household income.  
  

 

Citation Mitra, S., Posarac, A., Vick, B. (2012). Disability and Poverty in Developing 
Countries: A Multidimensional Study. World Development, 41, 1-18. 

Link http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2012.05.024 
Summary This paper uses for the first time internationally comparable data to draw an 

economic profile of persons with disabilities in 15 developing countries. In most 
countries, disability is found to be significantly associated with higher 
multidimensional poverty as well as lower educational attainment, lower employment 
rates, and higher medical expenditures. Among persons with disabilities, persons 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305750X1000121X
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2012.05.024
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aged 40 and above and persons with multiple disabilities were more likely to be 
multi-dimensionally poor. 

Relevance This is a valuable descriptive quantitative analysis of the linkages between disability 
and poverty, using data for 15 developing countries from the World Health Survey. It 
contains a useful discussion of poverty and disability and shows how persons with 
disabilities are more likely to be poor and have less education and access to 
employment. However, as always, a caveat is necessary about the reliability of the 
data – for example disability rates vary from 3% to 15% according to the dataset. 
The data also cannot say anything about causal pathways between poverty and 
disability. 

 

Citation Mizunoya, S. and Mitra, S. (2012). Is there a disability gap in Employment rates in 
developing countries? UNICEF and Fordham University. 

Link http://ssrn.com/abstract=2127568 
Summary This paper examines differences in employment rates between persons with and 

without disabilities in 15 developing countries using the World Health Survey. It finds 
that persons with disabilities have lower employment rates than persons without 
disabilities in nine countries. Across countries, disability gaps in employment rates 
are more often found for men than women. The largest disability gap in employment 
rates is found for persons with multiple disabilities. For countries with a disability gap, 
results from a logistic decomposition suggest that observable characteristics of 
persons with/without disabilities do not explain most of the gap. 

Relevance This paper uses the same data as Mitra et al 2012 to provide a useful in-depth 
analysis of disability and employment. 

  
 

Citation Mont, D. (2006). Disability in Conditional Cash Transfer Programs: Drawing on 
Experience in LAC. Istanbul: Third International Conference on Conditional Cash 
Transfers, June 26-30. 

Link http://www.gsdrc.org/docs/open/sp23.pdf 
Summary This paper was originally intended to examine how CCT programmes in the Latin 

American and Caribbean region deal with the issue of disability. Are persons with 
disabilities served by these programmes? Are they subject to the same 
conditionalities? If not, should they be? And if they are, does their participation raise 
additional programmatic needs? Do any of the programmes address the particular 
needs that disabled people may have in meeting these conditionalities? 
Unfortunately, programme data on persons with disabilities is very limited, even 
when it exists. Therefore, this paper cannot draw upon analyses that examine the 
participation and outcomes of disabled people in these programmes in any depth. 
However, it raises important structural and theoretical concerns, and relies upon the 
limited data and anecdotal evidence that exists. It argues for increased attention on 
collecting information relating to disability, so planning for these programmes can 
better incorporate a particularly vulnerable population.  

Relevance This is one of the few texts dealing directly with the question of conditions and 
disability in CCTs. While it does not present new primary data, it does include a 
valuable discussion of various ways that CCTs deal, or do not deal, with the issue of 
conditions for persons with disabilities.  
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Citation Mont, D. (2007). Measuring Disability Prevalence. Social Protection Discussion 
Paper No. 0706. The World Bank. Washington, D.C. 

Link http://siteresources.worldbank.org/DISABILITY/Resources/Data/MontPrevalence.pdf 
Summary This paper reviews what is meant by disability and puts forth a way of measuring 

disability suitable for internationally comparable prevalence rates. The basic trend in 
this regard is to measure functional limitations, rather than disability, and to then use 
different severity thresholds for defining disability based on the purpose of 
measurement. After explaining this approach, the paper then goes on to summarise 
recent studies that use this methodology.  

Relevance Measuring disability and prevalence rates are important for assessing coverage of 
social protection programmes. This article provides an overview of the discussion 
about definitions and measures of disability and provides data on prevalence rates in 
developing countries. 

 

Citation Mont, D. and Cuong, N.V. (2011). Disability and Poverty in Vietnam. World Bank 
Economic Review, 25(2), 323-359  

Link http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/793841468320699746/ 
pdf/812700JRN0WBEc00Box379814B00PUBLIC0.pdf 

Summary Disability is significantly correlated with poverty in Vietnam, according to data from 
the 2006 Vietnam Household Living Standards Survey, especially when the extra 
costs of living with a disability are taken into account. This disability-poverty link is 
also associated with lower educational attainment, an important factor in determining 
poverty and productive economic activity in general, both for household-based 
businesses and wage employment. Failing to take into account these associations 
and the extra costs of disability will make some persons with disabilities invisible in 
poverty statistics and therefore impede efforts to reduce poverty.  

Relevance Relevant to the discussion of the linkages between disability and poverty. 
  

 

Citation Mont, D. and Nguyen, C. (2013) Spatial Variation in the Disability-Poverty 
Correlation: Evidence from Vietnam. Working Paper Series No. 20, Leonard 
Cheshire Disability and Inclusive Development Centre, University College London. 

Link https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lc-
ccr/centrepublications/workingpapers/WP20_Spatial_Variation.pdf 

Summary Poverty and disability are interrelated, but data that can disentangle the extent to 
which one causes the other is not available. However, data from Vietnam allows us 
to examine this interrelationship in a way not previously done. Using small area 
estimation techniques, we uncover three findings not yet reported in the literature. 
First, disability prevalence rates vary significantly within a county even at the district 
level. Second, the correlation between disability and poverty also varies at the district 
level. And most importantly, the strength of the correlation lessens based on district 
characteristics that can be affected by policy. Districts with better health care and 
infrastructure, such as roads and health services, show less of a link between 
disability and poverty, supporting the hypothesis that improvements in infrastructure 
and rehabilitation services can lessen the impact of disability on families with 
disabled members.  

http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/793841468320699746/pdf/812700JRN0WBEc00Box379814B00PUBLIC0.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/793841468320699746/pdf/812700JRN0WBEc00Box379814B00PUBLIC0.pdf
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lc-ccr/centrepublications/workingpapers/WP20_Spatial_Variation.pdf
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Relevance One of the few papers that takes a deeper look at the empirical relationship between 
disability and poverty and the factors that influence that relationship. Essential for a 
discussion of disability and poverty. 

  
 

Citation Mont, D.; Palmer, M.; Mitra, S. and Groce, N. (2016). Disability Identification Cards: 
Issues in Effective Design. Working Paper 29, Leonard Cheshire Disability and 
Inclusive Development Centre, University College London. 

Link http://www.ucl.ac.uk/lc-
ccr/centrepublications/workingpapers/WP29_Disability_Identification_Cards.pdf 

Summary Around the world, attention to the issue of disability inclusion is gaining increasing 
prominence. One strategy to promote disability-inclusion in benefit participation 
programmes that a growing number of countries are considering is the creation of a 
disability identification (ID) card. There exists a long history of various types of 
disability ID cards (or certificates) and associated social protection schemes in high-
income countries. Disability ID cards currently exist in many middle-income 
countries, and are under development or consideration in a growing number of low- 
and middle-income countries. However, it should be acknowledged that many of the 
issues with respect to the administration of a disability ID card in low- and middle-
income countries differ from those in high-income countries. The purpose of this 
article is to discuss some of the challenges involved in creating a disability ID and 
identify key issues that can help in developing a framework for addressing these 
challenges in the context of low and middle-income countries. We argue that 
countries considering instituting disability ID cards must move with caution; ID card 
programmes can only advance disability policy and the wellbeing of persons with 
disabilities if undertaken in a well-designed manner in line with a country's 
administrative capacity. 

Relevance This article provides a very valuable discussion of some of the issues surrounding 
disability ID cards. 

  
 

Citation Mpedi, L.G. and Nyenti, M.A.T. (2016). Employment Injury Protection in Eastern and 
Southern African Countries. Centre for International and Comparative Labour and 
Social Security Law, International Labour Organisation and Friedrich Ebert Stiftung. 

Link http://www.social-
protection.org/gimi/ShowRessource.action?ressource.ressourceId=53719 

Summary This study reviews the provision of employment injury protection schemes in 
selected eastern and southern African countries. Employment injury schemes have 
been established in all eastern and southern African countries to cover the risk of 
occupational injuries and diseases, rehabilitate and/or reintegrate the victims of 
occupational injuries and diseases into the labour market, and pay compensation to 
the injured worker or a worker who contracted an occupational disease or survivors’ 
benefits. The report describes social insurance employment injury systems in 
Ethiopia, Namibia, South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe and employer liability 
systems in Botswana, Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi and Swaziland. Tanzania has a mix 
of social insurance and employer liability. 

Relevance This is a useful resource on the topic of employment injury protection in eastern and 
southern African countries. It describes different country experiences, provides an 

http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/ShowRessource.action?ressource.ressourceId=53719
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analysis of challenges and recommendations for modernising employment injury 
systems. 

  
 

Citation Mutasa, G. (2012). Disability Grant and Individual Labour Supply: Evidence From 
South Africa. Part of the PhD thesis Disability Grant and Labour Supply in South 
Africa, School of Economics, University of Cape Town. Cape Town. 

Link http://www.africaneconomicconference.org/2012/Documents/Papers/AEC2012-
027.pdf 

Summary Despite the explosive growth in the number of persons receiving disability benefits in 
South Africa, very little is known about the labour supply effects of the benefits. This 
study aims at estimating the impact of the Disability Grant Programme on labour 
force participation. Consideration is given to potential bias that may arise from 
unobserved confounding factors. The analysis uses data drawn from the 2007 wave 
of the General Household Survey. The results overall suggest that the Disability 
Grant has work disincentive effects, but the magnitude of the effects differs between 
parametric and non-parametric estimators. 

Relevance A useful analysis in conjunction with other analysis of the labour market effects of the 
South African Disability Grant. 

  
 

Citation Myamba, F., Kuper, H., Mactaggart, I., Blanchet, K. and Walsham, M. (2015). 
Applied research concerning inclusion of persons with disabilities in systems of 
social protection – Qualitative Research Report, Tanzania. GIZ. 

Link https://www.giz.de/expertise/downloads/giz2015-en-report-tanzania-qualit-
research.pdf 

Summary Qualitative study in three districts in Tanzania (selected based on where GIZ is 
supporting the Community Health Fund), based on 33 semi-structured interviews.  

Relevance The study primarily looked at the Community Health Fund, a contributory health 
insurance scheme. The study also looked at the Productive Social Safety Net 
operated by the Tanzania Social Action Fund, but this programme only includes very 
limited numbers of persons with disabilities.  
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N  
Citation National Department of Social Development (2015). Elements of the Financial and 

Economic Costs of Disability to Households in South Africa: A Pilot Study. Pretoria: 
National Department of Social Development, Republic of South Africa. 

Link http://www.unicef.org/southafrica/SAF_resources_FinEconCostdisabilitySAhousehol
ds.pdf 

Summary This pilot study is a first attempt to delineate the financial and economic 
consequences for persons with disabilities and their households in South Africa — 
and, indeed, for any low- or middle-income country. It has sought to address the key 
elements of disability-related economic vulnerability in the following way: estimate 
opportunity costs and loss of income; estimate out-of-pocket costs related to 
disability; describe economic effects of a disability grant and tax rebates; disability-
related costs that are currently borne by households with persons with disabilities 
that should be borne by the state; and determine services to reduce economic 
vulnerability. The study examines these factors in relation to the type and degree of 
disability in key life areas — education, employment and health — for adults and 
children with disabilities. The study uses a mixed-methods approach of quantitative 
and qualitative methods of inquiry, and a critical review of literature. It uses a 
theoretical framework of economic vulnerability that considers opportunity costs and 
out-of-pocket costs as well as the buffering effects of social grants, support and tax 
rebates. The study accessed both primary and secondary data in its analyses and 
scenario modelling.  

Relevance This is a comprehensive study, very valuable for its analysis of the cost of disability. 
It presents probably the first attempt at estimating the economic vulnerability of 
persons with disabilities and their households in a low- or middle-income country, 
while taking opportunity costs and out-of-pocket cost into consideration.  

  
 

Citation Nattrass, N. (2006). Disability and welfare in South Africa’s Era of Unemployment 
and AIDS. CSSR Working Paper No. 147. Centre for Social Science Research, 
University of Cape Town. 

Link https://open.uct.ac.za/bitstream/item/22040/Nattrass_Disabilitywelfare_in_2006.pdf? 
sequence=1 

Summary This paper argues that in light of the perverse incentives generated by the current 
social protection system in South Africa, which leaves many people choosing 
between income and health, wide-ranging changes are needed to the welfare 
system. Building on earlier work, the paper argues that there is growing evidence 
that current disability policy is creating incentives for people to become and/or 
remain ill — and that this could be exacerbating the AIDS epidemic and undermining 
the antiretroviral treatment rollout. 

Relevance This paper is not based on empirical analysis but does nevertheless present a 
relevant discussion of the problems facing the disability grant in South Africa and 
different options for addressing the issues. 

  
 

http://www.unicef.org/southafrica/SAF_resources_FinEconCostdisabilitySAhouseholds.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/southafrica/SAF_resources_FinEconCostdisabilitySAhouseholds.pdf
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Citation Nattrass, N. (2006). Trading off Income and Health?: AIDS and the Disability Grant 
in South Africa. Journal of Social Policy, 35, 3-19. 

Link https://doi.org/10.1017/S0047279405009293 
Summary The paper discusses the potential perverse incentives created by the availability of 

highly active antiretroviral therapy (HAART) in South Africa, combined with high 
levels of unemployment and the availability of the disability benefit, which is only 
available to HIV positive people if they can prove that they are unable to work 
(regardless of whether work is actually available). This may force people to choose 
between health and income. 

Relevance This paper is not based on empirical analysis but does nevertheless present a 
relevant discussion of the problems facing the disability grant in South Africa and 
different options for addressing the issues. 

  
 

Citation Noble, M., Ntshongwana P. and Surender R. (2008). Attitudes to Work and Social 
Security in South Africa. Human Sciences Research Council, South Africa. Pretoria. 

Link http://www.hsrcpress.ac.za/product.php?cat=4&freedownload=1&productid=2225 
Summary This study examines whether social protection programmes in South Africa 

discourage recipients from engaging in employment activities and foster a culture of 
dependency. It looks at the views of South African citizens about paid work, the 
social grants system, and the relationship between social grants and paid work. 

Relevance A very relevant discussion for the Disability Grant in South Africa.  
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O 
Citation Oddsdottir, F. (2014). Social Protection programmes for people with disabilities. 

GSDRC Helpdesk.  
Link http://www.gsdrc.org/docs/open/hdq1137.pdf 
Summary This mapping report gives an overview of nine social protection programmes for 

persons with disabilities in low-income or lower-middle-income states in Sub-
Saharan Africa and Asia. Some of the selected programmes were designed 
specifically with disabled people in mind, such as in Bangladesh, Uzbekistan, 
Indonesia, and Afghanistan. Others focus on tackling extreme poverty and act as 
general social safety nets, such as Kenya, Zambia, Uganda, Sierra Leone and 
Ghana. These programmes include disabled people, senior citizens, and 
orphan/vulnerable children, among others, as they are often among the poorest.  

Relevance This paper provides a brief description of disability benefits in Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, Indonesia, Kenya, Uzbekistan and mainstream programmes in Ghana, 
Sierra Leone, Uganda, Zambia. It is based on only three days of desk research and 
therefore provides relatively superficial information about the programmes.  
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P 
Citation Palmer, M., Nguyen, T. M., Quyen, Q. T. N., Duy, D. S., Huynh, H. V., Berry, H. 

(2010). Disability measures as an indicator of poverty: A case study from Viet Nam. 
Journal of International Development 24(S1). 

Link https://www.researchgate.net/publication/229957920_Disability_measures_as_an_in
dicator_of_poverty_A_case_study_from_Viet_Nam 

Summary This paper examines the relationship between disability and poverty at a health-
demographic surveillance site in Viet Nam using alternative measures of disability 
severity. Analysis of the site population (n=65 400) is combined with interviews of 27 
households containing members with disabilities. Results show that disability 
severity is positively associated with poverty. Results support recent efforts of the 
Vietnamese government to extend programmes of social protection for households 
containing members with severe disabilities. However, a higher level of disability 
targeting is required, both in terms of eligibility and of benefit levels.  

Relevance A very useful study using both qualitative and quantitative analysis to examine 
linkages between disability and poverty. Finds that persons with disabilities 
experience higher rates of poverty by two different measures of poverty. The study 
also looked at access to social protection and found that site coverage of formal 
social protection programmes is surprisingly low. This was thought to be due to the 
high number of persons with severe disabilities who are above the programme 
eligibility age (60 years). However, recipient rates change little for adults below 60 
years of age. Cash transfers are insufficient to cover minimum daily food intake 
whereas health insurance provides protection against low-grade outpatient 
expenditures but is unsatisfactory for inpatient and medication expenditures to which 
severely disabled persons are prone. Of particular concern is the relatively high use 
of costly provincial and central hospital services among the severely disabled 
population. This study is limited by the geographic homogeneity of one district in one 
northern province. Methods of analysis are descriptive and do not control for the 
presence of confounding factors. 

  
 

Citation Palmer, M. (2011). Disability and Poverty: A conceptual Review. Journal of Disability 
Policy Studies, 21(4), 210-218. 

Link http://dps.sagepub.com/content/21/4/210.abstract 
Summary This article examines the conceptual and empirical links between three definitions of 

poverty to disability: basic needs, capability, and economic resources. It is shown 
that different definitions of poverty have different implications when applied to 
disability and that however it is defined, poverty is closely related to disability. By 
drawing attention to the limitations of existing studies, this article identifies areas for 
future research and their implications for policy. 

Relevance A useful overview of linkages between poverty and disability and discussion of how 
different conceptions of poverty influence these linkages. It suggests that for policy 
purposes, it may be prudent to apply the standard of living approach to income 
poverty estimates to assist in the design of cash transfers and to directly estimate 
health care costs for health insurance design. 
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Citation Palmer, M. G., and Nguyen, T. M. T. (2012). Mainstreaming health insurance for 
people with disabilities. Journal of Asian Economics, 23, 600–613. 

Link https://www.researchgate.net/publication/257467682_Mainstreaming_health_ 
insurance_for_people_with_disabilities 

Summary Using national health household survey data from Vietnam and an appropriate two-
part model, this paper examines the targeting effectiveness of public health 
insurance schemes and their impact on health care utilisation for persons with 
disabilities. Results suggest that current community-based targeting methods are not 
effective, and that insurance mechanisms are an unsatisfactory buffer for inpatient-
related costs to which persons with disabilities are prone. A higher level of disability-
targeting is recommended, both in terms of eligibility and benefits. 

Relevance While it does not deal with social protection – unless health insurance is included in 
the definition – the assessment of community-based targeting methods and the 
value of insurance is valuable for a discussion of disability benefits. 

  
 

Citation Palmer, M. (2013). Social Protection and Disability: A Call for Action, Oxford 
Development Studies, 41(2), 139-154. 

Link https://www.academia.edu/12620340/Oxford_Development_Studies_Social_ 
Protection_and_Disability_A_Call_for_Action 

Summary This article reviews the relationship between social protection and disability in theory 
and practice. Persons with disabilities and their families may be considered among 
the worthiest recipients of social protection due to their vulnerability to chronic 
poverty and social exclusion. A review of cash transfer programmes for persons with 
disabilities reveals positive economic, social and service access outcomes. 
However, coverage and benefit levels remain low. This article calls for the state to 
play a greater role in the provision of social assistance for persons with disabilities in 
developing countries. Policies and programmes which protect economic security 
should be combined with those which promote an enabling environment in which 
people can achieve livelihood security. 

Relevance Provides a brief overview of the key discussions around disability and social 
protection. 

  
 

Citation Palmer, M., Groce, N., Mont, D., Nguyen, O. H. and Mitra, S. (2015). The Economic 
lives of people with disabilities in Vietnam. PLoS ONE 10(7). 

Link dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0133623 
Summary Through a series of focus group discussions conducted in northern and central 

Vietnam, this study gives voice to the lived economic experience of families with 
disabilities and how they manage the economic challenges associated with disability. 
The dynamic of low and unstable income combined with on-going health care and 
other disability-related costs gives rise to a range of coping mechanisms (borrowing, 
reducing and foregoing expenditures, drawing upon savings and substituting labour) 
that help to maintain living standards in the short-term yet threaten the longer-term 
welfare of both the individual with disability and their household. Current social 
protection programmes were reported as not accessible to all and while addressing 
some immediate economic costs of disability, do not successfully meet current 
needs, nor accommodate wider barriers to availing benefits. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/257467682_Mainstreaming_health_insurance_for_people_with_disabilities
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Relevance This qualitative study involving six focus group discussion with 77 participants in total 
confirms the quantitative findings on the cost of disability. It includes perspectives 
from beneficiaries of various social protection schemes. A larger percentage of 
respondents were receiving social protection benefits than in the general population, 
most likely because respondents were recruited through disabled people’s 
organisations and so had more awareness or were better connected than others. 

  
 

Citation Pellissery, S. (2005). Process deficits or political constraints? Bottom-up evaluation 
of non-contributory social protection policy for rural labourers in India. Working Paper 
No. 54. Chronic Poverty Research Centre (CPRC), University of Manchester. 
Manchester. 

Link http://www.chronicpoverty.org/uploads/publication_files/WP54_Pellissery.pdf 
Summary This study provides an in-depth analysis of the process of accessing non-

contributory social protection programmes in India, including a disability grant.  
Relevance The study provides descriptions of some of the barriers that persons with disabilities 

face in accessing India’s disability grant.  
  

 

Citation de Paoli, M. M., Mills, E. A., Backer G., A. (2012). The ARV roll out and the disability 
grant: a South African dilemma? Journal of the International AIDS Society, 15(6). 

Link http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3305561/ 
Summary The Disability Grant is a critical component of South Africa’s social security system, 

and plays an important role in addressing poverty among people living with HIV. The 
paper explores whether people living with HIV reduced or stopped treatment to 
remain eligible for the Disability Grant from the perspectives of both people living 
with HIV and their doctors. Builds on in-depth semi-structured interviews with 29 
people living with HIV and with eight medical doctors as well as three focus group 
discussions with programme managers, stakeholders and community workers; and a 
panel survey of 216 people living with HIV receiving ARVs. Unemployment and 
poverty were the primary concerns and the Disability Grant was viewed as a 
temporary way out of this vicious cycle. Although loss of the Disability Grant 
significantly affected the wellbeing of people living with HIV, they did not discontinue 
ARVs. However, in a number of subtle ways they “tipped the scales” to lower the 
CD4 count without stopping ARVs completely. Grant criteria were deemed ad hoc, 
and doctors struggled to balance economic and physical welfare when assessing 
eligibility. 

Relevance This research shows that the Disability Grant is extremely important, as one of very 
few sources of income not just for the beneficiary, but their household and even 
extended families. However, there is no evidence that people are choosing to stay 
sick in order to get the grant. The research shows how a purely medical assessment 
methodology is problematic in a situation of high unemployment and widespread 
poverty among beneficiaries. In practice, doctors end up also considering social 
aspects, for example employment status. In some ways it is unique to the situation in 
South Africa, with extreme rates of both HIV/AIDS and unemployment, and a 
disability grant with a high transfer value. However, it can also be seen as an 
example of the more general problem of targeting social assistance to a specific 
group in a situation of widespread poverty, where even the non-disabled are in 
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desperate need. It also highlights specific issues related to chronic illness, in 
particular HIV/AIDS after treatment has become available. 

  
 

Citation Priebe, J. and Howell, F. (2014). A Guide to Disability Rights Laws in Indonesia. 
TNP2K Working Paper 13. TNP2K. Jakarta. 

Link http://www.tnp2k.go.id/images/uploads/downloads/WP_13_DisabilityRights_0724C.p
df 

Summary In the past few decades, the Government of Indonesia has passed and signed a 
substantial number of domestic laws and international conventions/treaties that deal 
with the rights and opportunities of persons with disabilities. Disability is a cross-
cutting issue and requires an extensive review and monitoring of multiple pieces of 
legislation that have already been passed in or ratified by Indonesia. In this context, 
the objective of this report is to provide an overview for a broad audience of the 
crucial elements of the Indonesian legal framework on persons with disabilities’ 
rights.  

Relevance Provides a good overview of disability legislation, although not completely up-to-date 
as a new disability law was enacted in 2016. 
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R 
Citation Rohwerder, B. (2014). Disability Inclusion in Social Protection. GSRDC Helpdesk 

Research Report 1069. GSDRC, University of Birmingham. Birmingham. 
Link http://www.gsdrc.org/docs/open/hdq1069.pdf 
Summary This rapid literature review draws together various examples of the integration of 

disability issues within cash transfer and broader social protection programmes, 
strategies and policies, in low- and lower-middle income contexts in the past few 
years. It looks at the main issues and selected examples of: i) the inclusion of 
disability in social protection policies and strategies; ii) social protection programmes 
addressing disability and; iii) complementary programmes/services. The majority of 
information available focuses on programmes which specifically target persons with 
disabilities rather than mainstream social protection programmes which are 
disability-inclusive. The literature suggests that the key rationale behind disability-
inclusive social protection policies and strategies is the UNCRPD, along with the 
susceptibility of persons with disabilities to chronic poverty and social exclusion. 
Donors have also adopted the principles of the UNCPRD in their support for 
developing countries’ national social protection policies and programmes. Examples 
are provided from Kenya, Rwanda and Indonesia.  

Relevance This paper provides a useful, although very superficial, overview of some of the key 
issues and literature about social protection for persons with disabilities. 
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S 
Citation Saloojee, G., Phohole, M., Saloojee, H., and IJsselmuiden, C. (2007). Unmet health, 

welfare and educational needs of disabled children in an impoverished South African 
peri-urban township. Child Care Health and Development, 33, 230–235. 

Link http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17439434 
Summary This study seeks to assess the unmet rehabilitation, education and welfare needs of 

children with disabilities living in a peri-urban township. As no register of children 
with disabilities existed, snowball sampling was used to recruit a convenience 
sample of 156 disabled children living in Orange Farm township near Soweto, South 
Africa. Children's impairments, their health and educational needs, and the 
availability and utilisation of services were assessed using a structured interview. 
Few disabled children attended pre-school (35%) or school (44%). Only a quarter 
(26%) of children in need of rehabilitation received such services. Children with 
motor impairments were more likely to receive rehabilitation than those with 
intellectual impairment (44% vs. 8%, P < 0.0001). Of the 233 assistive devices 
required, only 64 (28%) had been issued. Less than half (45%) of the children 
entitled to a social assistance grant were receiving it. Lack of money, limited 
awareness about available services, and bureaucratic obstacles were the main 
reasons offered by caregivers for the low utilisation of available services and 
resources. Children with disabilities living in Orange Farm are not enjoying the rights 
and services to which they are entitled. Innovative, co-ordinated service delivery 
strategies, and better-informed caregivers combined with community recognition of, 
and support for, the needs of children with disabilities are required to address these 
unmet needs. 

Relevance As the study uses a limited sample from one location the findings may not be 
generalisable, but the study provides valuable examples of how the needs of 
children with disabilities are not met. 

  
 

Citation Samson, M., Lee, U., Ndlebe, A., Quene, K. M., Niekerk, I.; Gandhi, V., Harigaya, T. 
and Abrahams, C. (2004). The social and economic impact of South Africa’s Social 
Security System. Economic Policy Research Institute and Department of Social 
Development. 

Link http://allafrica.com/download/resource/main/main/idatcs 
/00010352:3ca37b223f2ad1b0dc6479ccca726034.pdf 

Summary This study evaluates the social and economic impact of State Old Age Pensions 
(SOAP), Disability Grants (DG), Child Support Grants (CSG), Care Dependency 
Grants (CDG), Foster Care Grants (FCG) and Grants-in-Aid (GIA). The analysis 
evaluates the role of social assistance in reducing poverty and promoting household 
development, examining effects on health, education, housing and vital services. In 
addition, the study assesses the impact of social grants on labour market 
participation and labour productivity, providing an analysis of both the supply and 
demand sides of the labour market. The study also quantifies the macro-economic 
impact of social assistance grants, evaluating their impact on savings, consumption 
and the composition of aggregate demand.  

Relevance This report provides valuable quantitative evidence of the impact of South Africa’s 
social protection programmes, including the Disability Grant.  

http://allafrica.com/download/resource/main/main/idatcs/00010352:3ca37b223f2ad1b0dc6479ccca726034.pdf
http://allafrica.com/download/resource/main/main/idatcs/00010352:3ca37b223f2ad1b0dc6479ccca726034.pdf
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Citation dos Santos, W. R. (2011). Deficiency and BPC: what changes in the lives of people 
assisted?  

Link http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21503425 
Summary The aim of this article is to analyse the impact on wellbeing in the life of persons with 

disabilities as a result of the Cash Benefit to Disabled People (BPC). The BPC is a 
social assistance benefit consisting of an unconditional and monthly transfer with a 
value equivalent to a minimum wage, to low-income persons with disabilities and 
people aged 65 years and above. The study is a case study with qualitative and 
quantitative techniques of data collection and analysis. The results showed that: (1) 
the BPC is an important mechanism to provide security of income in the 
consumption of basic goods including food, health treatments and housing expenses 
for households with persons with disabilities; (2) persons with disabilities had related 
the concession of the benefit to the increase of social and financial independence in 
relation to their families, contributing to the expansion of the idea of autonomy and 
citizenship; (3) it is an instrument capable of protecting beneficiaries and their 
families. 

Relevance The paper provides relevant beneficiary statements but is based on a qualitative 
study consisting of interviews with 30 BPC beneficiaries in one city, so there is very 
little external validity.  

  
 

Citation SASSA and UNICEF. (2013). Preventing Exclusion from the Child Support Grant: A 
Study of Exclusion Errors in Accessing CSG Benefits. UNICEF South Africa. 
Pretoria.  

Link https://www.unicef.org/southafrica/SAF_csgexclusion.pdf 
Summary This study aims to identify children who are excluded from South Africa’s Child 

Support Grant (CSG) and the reasons for their exclusion. The study used a 
combination of quantitative and qualitative methods, including analysis of data from 
three national datasets and qualitative research with 274 respondents. The study 
found that in 2011, 23.7 per cent (2.35 million) eligible children were not receiving 
the CSG. The study describes the characteristics of excluded children and key 
barriers of accessing the CSG. 

Relevance The study looked at disability as one factor contributing to exclusion from the CSG. It 
is therefore a valuable source of information on exclusion of children with disabilities 
and children with disabled caregivers from accessing a mainstream social protection 
programme in South Africa. 

  
 
 

Citation Schneider, M. (2011). Chronic Illness and Disability in the Fiji Family Assistance 
Program: Review of assessment and categorization and recommendations. 
Background paper prepared for the World Bank/AusAid project on strengthening 
targeting and operational aspects of social welfare programs in Fiji.  

Link Not available 
Summary Based on a desk review and interviews with relevant Department of Social Welfare 

and medical doctors, the paper finds that there is confusion between the categories 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21503425
https://www.unicef.org/southafrica/SAF_csgexclusion.pdf
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of chronic illness (CI) and disability in relation to definitions of each, and assignment 
of categories to beneficiaries.  The assessment process is entirely medical with no 
inclusion of any functional assessment. This is particularly important to differentiate 
between the CI and disability categories. The medical form is completed based on 
existing medical records and is undertaken in a short single appointment by a 
medical doctor working in government health facilities. The policy context in Fiji is 
conducive to promoting the inclusion of persons with disabilities and ensuring that 
their rights to access to services and opportunities is maximised. The implementation 
of these policies needs to be improved under the guidance of the Fiji National 
Council for Disabled Persons.   

Relevance This paper provides a useful example of a disability assessment mechanism with 
comparison to approaches in other countries.  

  
 

Citation Schneider, M., Waliuya, W., Barrett, S., Musanje, J. and Swartz, L. (2011). Because 
I am disabled I should get a grant: Including disability in social protection 
programmes. International Conference on Social Protection for Social Justice. 
Institute of Development Studies. 

Link https://www.ids.ac.uk/files/dmfile/ 
Schneideretal2011DisabilityandsocialprotectionCSPconferencedraft.pdf 

Summary This review paper briefly presents some of the experiences currently documented of 
social cash transfer schemes in South Africa, Uganda and Zambia in order to 
contribute to our growing understanding of how disability is included in targeting 
mechanisms — and what the benefits are of cash transfers for persons with 
disabilities and their households. The key themes discussed in the paper include: a) 
what persons with disabilities and their households use cash transfers for, and how 
this compares to households without any disabled members; b) findings from current 
targeting approaches on the benefits of, and difficulties in, including disability; c) the 
relationship between disability and chronic illness and how this is addressed in 
targeting approaches; and d) disability as a vulnerability factor in accessing services 
and the importance of providing services alongside cash transfer programmes. A 
theme underlying all of these points is the definition and measurement of disability, 
especially in relation to chronic illness, and how these are used in targeting and in 
monitoring and impact evaluations of social cash transfer schemes and service 
provision. The paper concludes with some thoughts on a comprehensive social 
protection programme that is inclusive of disability. 

Relevance The paper includes a very relevant discussion of many aspects of disability and 
social protection, including targeting and disability assessment and the impact of 
programmes. It looks specifically at social protection and disability in Uganda 
(VSFG), Zambia (Household social cash transfer) and South Africa (the Disability 
Grant) based on small case studies from each country.  

  
 

Citation Schneider, M., Waliuya, W., Munsanje, J. and Swartz, L. (2011). Reflections on 
Including Disability on Social Protection Programmes. IDS Bulletin, 42(6), 38-44.  

Link http://bulletin.ids.ac.uk/idsbo/article/view/360 
Summary This article presents reflections on including disability in social protection and, 

specifically, in social assistance programmes. The main considerations for including 

https://www.ids.ac.uk/files/dmfile/Schneideretal2011DisabilityandsocialprotectionCSPconferencedraft.pdf
https://www.ids.ac.uk/files/dmfile/Schneideretal2011DisabilityandsocialprotectionCSPconferencedraft.pdf
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disability in such programmes outlined are: (a) the factors associated with disability 
that create vulnerabilities for persons with disabilities and their households (e.g. 
social exclusion, the need for care and extra costs); (b) the nature of disability-
targeting within social protection and social assistance programmes; and (c) the 
measurement of disability – a complex but key factor in ensuring accurate targeting 
and monitoring of impact. This article describes these considerations in relation to 
experiences in three African countries — Uganda, Zambia and South Africa — and 
concludes with recommendations on recognition of disability as a vulnerability factor, 
and how targeting and measurement can and should be addressed for inclusion of 
disability in social assistance programmes. 

Relevance This short article provides a relevant discussion of several aspects of disability and 
social protection, based on the paper above. 

  
 

Citation Schwarzer H, Querino A. (2002). Non-Contributory Pensions in Brazil: The Impact on 
Poverty Reduction. ILO. Geneva. 

Link http://www.ilo.org/global/docs/WCMS_079061/lang--en/index.htm 
Summary On the basis of the 1999 PNAD Household Survey, this paper draws up a profile of 

older persons living in poverty in Brazil and finds that the impact of both the BPC and 
the rural pension scheme on poverty alleviation is large. Other positive effects are 
also reviewed. Finally, the study examines some key policy questions, such as the 
steps required to safeguard the rural programme’s mid-term legal and financial 
continuity, targeting aspects, further legal improvements, and the differentiation 
between social insurance and social assistance.  

Relevance While the data is outdated by now, this study provides valuable evidence of the 
positive effects of the BPC in Brazil. 

  
 
 
 

Citation Swartz, L. and Schneider, M. (2006). Tough choices: disability and social security in 
South Africa. In Disability and Social Change: A South African Agenda, Watermeyer 
B, Swaartz L, Lorenzo T, Schneider M, Priestley M (eds). Human Sciences 
Research Council: South Africa. 234–244. 

Link http://www.hsrcpress.ac.za/product.php?cat=5&freedownload=1&productid=2151 
Summary This paper examines issues around the Disability Grant in South Africa in the context 

of the HIV/AIDS epidemic, where people with HIV/AIDS might be classified as 
disabled due to the illness, but then lose access to the essential income support from 
disability grants when they gain access to medicine and start getting better.  

Relevance Provides a good discussion of some of the issues related to implementing the social 
model of disability in South Africa, a description of the assessment process and how 
the context of high unemployment and the HIV epidemic puts pressure on the 
Disability Grant.  

  

  

http://www.hsrcpress.ac.za/product.php?cat=5&freedownload=1&productid=2151
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U 
Citation UNDP India. (2012). Livelihood Opportunities for People with Disabilities. UNDP. 

New Delhi.  
Link http://www.undp.org/content/dam/india/docs/pub-povertyreduction/livelihood-

opportunities-for-persons-with-disabilities.pdf 
Summary This is a comprehensive report assessing inclusion of persons with disabilities in 

livelihood and social protection programmes in India.  
Relevance The report includes a lot of good data and information on access to labour markets 

and livelihoods for persons with disabilities in India, as well as more limited 
information specifically related to cash transfers and inclusion of persons with 
disabilities in MGNREGA.  

  
 

Citation UNICEF. (2013). Children with Disabilities. The State of the World’s Children 2013. 
UNICEF. New York. 

Link http://www.unicef.org/sowc2013/ 
Summary The 2013 edition of The State of the World’s Children is dedicated to the situation 

of children with disabilities. The report examines the barriers — from inaccessible 
buildings to dismissive attitudes, and from invisibility in official statistics to vicious 
discrimination — that deprive children with disabilities of their rights and prevent 
them from participating fully in society. It also lays out some of the key elements of 
inclusive societies that respect and protect the rights of children with disabilities, 
adequately support them and their families, and nurture their abilities — so that they 
may take advantage of opportunities to flourish and make their contribution to the 
world. 

Relevance While not dealing specifically with social protection, this report provides a useful 
overview and discussion of the situation of children with disabilities.  

  
 

Citation UN Special Rapporteur for the Rights of People with Disabilities. (2015). Report of 
the Special Rapporteur for the Rights of People with Disabilities. UN General 
Assembly. 

Link http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/ 
Session28/Documents/A_HRC_28_58_E.doc 

Summary This report focuses on the right of persons with disabilities to social protection, with 
an aim to provide guidance to States and other actors on the requirements to 
establish disability-inclusive social protection systems that promote active 
citizenship, social inclusion and community participation of persons with disabilities, 
in conformity with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, while 
acknowledging the existing difficulties in implementation.  

Relevance The report provides a useful introduction to social protection for persons with 
disabilities, relating it to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, 
the social protection floors and the SDGs. It describes clearly and concisely the main 
issues and the Rapporteur’s recommendations to states on how to address them.  

  
 

http://www.undp.org/content/dam/india/docs/pub-povertyreduction/livelihood-opportunities-for-persons-with-disabilities.pdf
http://www.undp.org/content/dam/india/docs/pub-povertyreduction/livelihood-opportunities-for-persons-with-disabilities.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session28/Documents/A_HRC_28_58_E.doc
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session28/Documents/A_HRC_28_58_E.doc
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Citation U.S Social Security Administration and ISSA. (2015). Social Security Programs 
Throughout the World. U.S Social Security Administration and ISSA. 

Link https://www.ssa.gov/policy/docs/progdesc/ssptw/ 
Summary This publication highlights the principal features of social security programmes in 

more than 170 countries. Published in collaboration with the International Social 
Security Association, one of four regional volumes (for Europe, Asia and the Pacific, 
Africa and the America respectively) is issued every six months. 

Relevance The data collected by ISSA for this publication provides probably the most 
comprehensive overview of social protection programmes around the world. The 
reports provide information about social protection programmes on a country-by-
country basis as well as aggregated information for each region. Unfortunately, the 
aggregated data is not provided specifically for disability benefits — for this data see 
Development Pathways (2014) or ILO (2014). 

  
 
  

https://www.issa.int/
https://www.issa.int/
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V 
Citation Vázquez, A., Gutierrez, L. N., Ramirez, C. M., Kuper, H.; Blanchet, K. and Walsham, 

M. (2015). Applied research concerning inclusion of persons with disabilities in 
systems of social protection: Qualitative Research Report, Peru. GIZ. Bonn and 
Eschborn. 

Link https://www.giz.de/expertise/downloads/giz2015-en-report-peru-quali-research-bf.pdf 
Summary A qualitative study in one district of Peru, looking at the experience of households 

containing individuals with disabilities enrolled in the Juntos programme (targeted 
household conditional cash transfer) as well as interviews with Pension 65 recipients 
with disabilities.  

Relevance The paper shows that the Juntos programme does not take into account disability in 
the targeting process (although there have recently been changes that may have led 
to disability being taken into account now, however this was too recent to be 
captured by the research). The same is the case for the pension. It includes a 
description of some issues around conditionalities (with some flexibility for children 
with disabilities, some saying that it does help incentivising parents to send their 
children to school, others describing difficulties complying). See Bernabe-Ortiz et al 
(2015) for the corresponding quantitative report. 

  
 

Citation Vázquez, A., Gotelli, V. Z., Blanchet, K. and Walsham, M. (2015). Applied research 
concerning inclusion of persons with disabilities in systems of social protection: 
Social protection policy analysis, Peru. GIZ. Bonn and Eschborn. 

Link https://www.giz.de/expertise/downloads/giz2015-en-report-peru-policy-analysis-
bf.pdf 

Summary Provides an overview of social protection and disability policies in Peru, including 
health, education, employment and gender policies as they relate to disability.  

Relevance Provides a good overview of the context in Peru and an example of how mainstream 
social protection programmes do not provide adequate protection for persons with 
disabilities.  

  
 

Citation Venkataramani, A. S. (2009). Social Grants, Welfare, and the Incentive to Trade-Off 
Health for Income among Individuals on HAART in South Africa. AIDS and Behavior, 
December 2010, 14(6), 1393-1400. 

Link https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs10461-009-9642-y 
Summary South Africa’s government disability grants are considered important in providing 

income support to low-income AIDS patients. Indeed, anecdotal evidence suggests 
that some individuals may opt to compromise their health by foregoing Highly Active 
Antiretroviral Treatment (HAART) to remain eligible for the grant. In this study, we 
examined the Disability Grant’s importance to individual and household welfare, and 
the impact of its loss using a unique longitudinal dataset of HAART patients in 
Khayelitsha, Cape Town. We found that grant loss was associated with sizeable 
declines in income and changes in household composition. However, we found no 
evidence of individuals choosing poor health over grant loss. Our analysis also 
suggested that although the grants officially target those too sick to work, some 

https://www.giz.de/expertise/downloads/giz2015-en-report-peru-quali-research-bf.pdf
https://www.giz.de/expertise/downloads/giz2015-en-report-peru-policy-analysis-bf.pdf
https://www.giz.de/expertise/downloads/giz2015-en-report-peru-policy-analysis-bf.pdf
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs10461-009-9642-y
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people were able to keep grants longer than expected, and others received grants 
while employed. This has helped cushion people on HAART, but other welfare 
measures need consideration. 

Relevance This study provides valuable evidence on the issue of whether the disability benefit 
in South Africa creates perverse incentives for people to forego antiretroviral 
treatment in order to remain eligible for the benefit. 

  
 

Citation Vorster, J., Eigelaar-Meets, I., Poole, C. and Rossouw, H. (2004). A Profile of Social 
Security Beneficiaries in Selected Districts in the Western Cape. University of 
Stellenbosch. Study commissioned by the Department of Social Services and 
Poverty Alleviation.  

Link http://www.sarpn.org/documents/d0001082/ 
Summary This study provides a socioeconomic and demographic profile of social security 

beneficiaries in twelve selected magisterial districts in the Western Cape, based on a 
total of 1,480 interviews with beneficiaries, including beneficiaries of the Disability 
Grant. 

Relevance While the study results are not generalisable to other parts of South Africa, it does 
provide evidence of how many beneficiaries of the disability grant depends on the 
grant as the only income of the household; how many households would be destitute 
without it; and how many are struggling to make ends meet, even with the benefit. 
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W 
Citation Walsham, M., Myamba, F., Mesaki, S. and Blanchet, K. (2015). Applied research 

concerning inclusion of persons with disabilities in systems of social protection: 
Social protection policy analysis, Tanzania. GIZ 

Link https://www.giz.de/expertise/downloads/giz2015-en-report-tanzania-policy-
analysis.pdf 

Summary Provides an overview of social protection and disability policies in Tanzania, 
including health, education, employment and gender policies as they relate to 
disability.  

Relevance Provides a useful analysis of the context of social protection for persons with 
disabilities in Tanzania. Provides an example of how mainstream social protection 
programmes do not provide adequate protection for persons with disabilities.  

  
 

Citation Walsham, M., Kuper, H., Banks, M. and Blanchet, K. (2017). Social Protection and 
Disability in Asia-Pacific and Africa dataset. London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine. London. 

Link http://datacompass.lshtm.ac.uk/555/ 
Summary This dataset contains the results of a review of social protection programmes, 

performed in 2015, to identify those that were disability-targeted or had some 
element of disability inclusion within their design. The review covered social 
assistance, social insurance and labour market programmes in Asia-Pacific and 
Africa. 

Relevance This dataset provides a comprehensive overview of disability-specific social 
protection programmes in Asia-Pacific and African countries, employing a broad 
definition of social protection. 

  
 

Citation Watermeyer, B., Swartz, L., Lorenzo, T., Schneider, M. and Priestley, M. (eds.) 
(2006) Disability and Social Change: A South African Agenda. HSRC Press. 

Link http://www.hsrcpress.ac.za/product.php?productid=2151 
Summary This comprehensive book includes 27 chapters on: theoretical approaches to 

disability; government and societal responses to disability; disability and education; 
disability, poverty and social security; disability and service provision; disability and 
human spaces.  

Relevance This volume includes a wealth of relevant information in relation to disability and 
social policy. See especially chapter 2 on disability and the environment, chapter 16 
on disability, poverty, gender and race, chapter 17 on South Africa’s Disability 
Benefit (also referenced above as Swartz and Schneider 2006) and chapter 18 on 
disability assessment.  

  
 

Citation Whitworth, A., Wright, G. and Noble, M. (2006). A review of income transfers to 
disabled and long term sick people in seven case study countries and implications 
for South Africa. The Centre for Analysis of South African Social Policy: University of 
Oxford. Oxford.  

https://www.giz.de/expertise/downloads/giz2015-en-report-tanzania-policy-analysis.pdf
https://www.giz.de/expertise/downloads/giz2015-en-report-tanzania-policy-analysis.pdf
http://datacompass.lshtm.ac.uk/555/
http://www.hsrcpress.ac.za/product.php?productid=2151
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Link http://saspri.org/SASPRI/wp-content/uploads/Docs/CASASP_Working_Paper_5.pdf 
Summary This resource examines seven international case studies of state income 

maintenance policies for individuals who are disabled or long-term sick in order to 
analyse the current debates in South Africa surrounding the Disability Grant. The 
countries are: India, Mexico, USA, UK, Sweden, Netherlands, and Canada. The 
purpose is to provide an overview of the various benefits and the nature of social 
security coverage for persons with disabilities and chronically sick individuals in each 
country.  

Relevance This report provides a fairly superficial description of disability support in each of the 
case study countries, but the discussion does provide some information on, for 
example, disability assessment in the case study countries (although likely to be out-
of-date by now).  

  
 

Citation WHO and World Bank. (2011). World Report on Disability. WHO and the World 
Bank. 

Link http://www.who.int/disabilities/world_report/2011/report.pdf 
Summary The report focuses on measures to improve accessibility and equality of opportunity; 

to promote participation and inclusion; and to increase respect for the autonomy and 
dignity of persons with disabilities. Chapter 1 defines terms such as disability; 
discusses prevention and its ethical considerations; introduces the International 
Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health and the Convention on the Rights 
of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD); and discusses disability and human rights, and 
disability and development. Chapter 2 reviews the data on disability prevalence and 
the situation of persons with disabilities worldwide. Chapter 3 explores access to 
mainstream health services for persons with disabilities.  Chapter 4 discusses 
rehabilitation, including therapies and assistive devices. Chapter 5 investigates 
support and assistance services. Chapter 6 explores inclusive environments, both in 
terms of physical access to buildings, transport, and so on, but also access to the 
virtual environments of information and communication technology. Chapter 7 
discusses education, and chapter 8 reviews employment for persons with disabilities. 
Each chapter includes recommendations, which are also drawn together to provide 
broad policy and practice considerations in chapter 9. 

Relevance This is a comprehensive report on disability and an essential reference, although 
unfortunately it only includes limited information specifically on social protection 
(Besides box 1.3 on safety nets the only mention of social protection is in relation to 
employment (page 248-49)) 

  
 
 

Citation World Bank. (2007). People with Disabilities in India: From Commitments to 
Outcomes. World Bank, Human Development Unit South Asia Region. 

Link http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/358151468268839622/People-with-
disabilities-in-India-from-commitments-to-outcomes 

Summary While estimates vary, there is growing evidence that persons with disabilities 
comprise between 4 and 8 percent of the Indian population (around 40-90 million 
individuals). This report, prepared at the request of Government of India, explores 
the social and economic situation of this sizeable group. The report explores 

http://www.who.int/disabilities/world_report/2011/report.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/358151468268839622/People-with-disabilities-in-India-from-commitments-to-outcomes
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/358151468268839622/People-with-disabilities-in-India-from-commitments-to-outcomes
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primarily where and how it makes most sense for public sector interventions to 
improve the standard of living of the population with disabilities, either directly or in 
partnership. To meet this objective, it first provides an overview of models of 
disability and the framework for the report. It then presents the socioeconomic profile 
of persons with disabilities, describes the societal attitudes faced by them, and 
identifies the main causes of disability in India. It then evaluates health policies and 
practice - both preventive and curative - and the education, employment, and social 
protection situation of persons with disabilities. The report then has a discussion of 
the policies and institutions affecting persons with disabilities, before concluding with 
a chapter on accessibility issues that they face.  

Relevance This report includes a very useful chapter on social protection for persons with 
disabilities in India, although some of the information is likely to now be out-of-date 
(for example, MGNREGA does now include provisions for including persons with 
disabilities).  

  
 

Citation World Bank. (2012). JSLU, JSPACA, PKSA: Cash and in-kind transfers for at-risk 
youth, the disabled, and vulnerable elderly. Social assistance program and public 
expenditure review 7. Washington, D.C. 

Link http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/199371468042237781/JSLU-JSPACA-
PKSA-cash-and-in-kind-transfers-for-at-risk-youth-the-disabled-and-vulnerable-
elderly 

Summary This report summarises quantitative and qualitative evidence on the impact and 
operations of the small Indonesian cash transfer programmes JSLU, JSPACA, and 
PKSA. The evidence on which the evaluation is based here is composed primarily of 
first-hand observation of these programmes in operation. Design features, efficiency 
and effectiveness of programme implementation and operation, and impacts 
(intended or not) the program produces for beneficiaries are all analysed in as much 
detail as possible.  

Relevance This report provides a very useful assessment of Indonesia’s small disability grant. 
  

 

Citation World Bank. (2013). Environmental and Social Systems Assessment of the Kenya 
National Safety Net Program for Results. Washington, D.C. 

Link http://siteresources.worldbank.org/PROJECTS/Resources/40940-
1393966271292/KenyaNationalSafetyNetProgramforResultsTechnicalAssessment.p
df 

Summary This report provides an overview of Kenya’s cash transfer programmes, including 
operational and institutional aspects. 

Relevance The report reviews several aspects of Kenya’s social protection programmes, 
including the Persons With Severe Disabilities Cash Transfer (PWSD-CT), referring 
mainly to findings from reviews of Kenya’s PWSD-CT by OPM and Kimetrica in 
2012/13.  
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Y 
Citation Yeo, R. and Moore, K. (2003). Including Disabled People in Poverty Reduction Work: 

“Nothing About Us, Without Us”. World Development Vol. 31, No. 3: 571-590. 
Link https://doi.org/10.1016/S0305-750X(02)00218-8 
Summary The paper commences with a brief exploration of the links between impairment, 

disability, poverty, and chronic poverty, followed by a discussion of ways in which 
disability is excluded from development policy. Evidence of the incidence and 
distribution of disability is then presented. In the final section, the ways in which 
different institutions challenge poverty and exclusion among disabled people is 
reviewed.  

Relevance This article argues that the exclusion of persons with disabilities from international 
development organisations and research reflects and reinforces the 
disproportionately high representation of persons with disabilities among the poorest 
of the poor. 

 

https://doi.org/10.1016/S0305-750X(02)00218-8
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